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A Song From God 


By Susanna Beyer Quinn 


HOUGH I may walk a stormy way, 
And troubles stalk me day by day, 
I shall not fear, but shall be strong, 
For God has given me a song. 


Whatever comes of good or ill, , 
I know Thy grace sustains me still; 
The metody that fills my heart 
With grateful joy will not depart. 


Teach me to sing my hymn of praise 
In joyful cadence all my days, 
So other souls who walk with me 
May know my gladness comes from 
Thee. 
we 


Using. the. Wrong Yardstick 


Believers should measure themselves 
by God’s standards, not by men’s. Per- 
haps one reason for the anemic condition 
of many churches is that the members 
are watching one another instead of look- 
ing to God. The Apostle Paul ‘warned 
the Corinthia&is against this very thing 
when he wrote: “For we dare not make 
ourselves of the number, or compare our- 
selves with some that commend them- 
selves: but they measuring themselves 
by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise” (2 Cor. 
10:12). The writer had occasion a few 
months ago to measure a large room, so 
he picked up what he thought was a 
standard yardstick. It was not until he 
had made all his measurements and 
carefully noted them down that he no- 


ticed that someone had cut off the yard- 
stick at thirty inches, which of course 
spoiled his calculations. The room ap- 
peared to be much larger than ‘it really 
was. So when we measure ourselves 
by some other Christians, our spiritual 
stature may appear to be taller than it 
really is in God’s sight. It is quite-com- 
mon for unsaved men, when they are 
faced with the need of divine forgiveness 
and the new birth, to say, “I am no 
worse than the next man, and I'll trust 
God to be fair to me.” But they don’t 
realize that already they have piled up 
a great debt of sin before God, and that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is God’s last word 
to this world. This same natural spirit 
of self-righteousness may still cling to 
the redeemed, unless they frequently 
test themselves by God's standards. Just 
as a cardiograph exposes the physical 
condition of a man’s heart, so the Sermon 
on the Mount and many other New Tes- 
tament passages will show him a picture 
of the spiritual condition of his heart. A 
believer should test his own heart in the 
white light of such words as these: “But 
I say unto you, That whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment: and who- 
soever shall say to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council: but 
whoseever shall say, Thou fool, shall be 
in danger of hell fire” (Matt. 5:22); 
“But I say unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her 
hath committed adultery with her al- 


ready in his heart” (Matt. 5:28); “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt, 5: 
48); “Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21); “Do all 
things without murmurings and disput- 
ings: that ye may be blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world” (Phil, 2:14, 15); “Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just; whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). (Are 
these the things that habitually occupy 
our thoughts?) “In every thing give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess, 
5:18). (Is.our spirit generally one of 
thankfulness, or rather complaining and 
dissatisfaction?) And then read slowly 
and thoughtfully 1 Corinthians 13, with its 
wonderful list of things which love does 
or does not do. A careful examination 
of our own hearts in the light of these 
texts will generally force us back to the 
diagnosis of Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked: who can know it?” 
Too often we need to pray with David, 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me” (Psa. 51: 

10). 


Make Yours a Christian Christmas 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


ing of Christmas any authority in 
the Bible? An appropriately Chris- 
tian observance of our Lord’s coming to 
be our Saviour seems to accord with the 
spirit of at least one Old Testament an- 


T' IS sometimes asked, Has the keep- 





ticipation of the Messiah’s coming. In 
Zechariah 9:9 we read, “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee .. .” The detail] that follows 
found fulfillment in our Lord’s entry into 
Jerusalem to the acclaim of the people’s 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good” (Gen. 
50:20). 























hosannas! The coming of the Saviour- 
King was viewed by the prophet as an 
event to call forth rejoicing. The‘angels 
who announced the birth of the Lord 
Jesus to the shepherds said theirs were 
good tidings of great joy. Scripture does 
associate rejoicing with the appearing of 
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our Saviour, and it is not unbefitting for 
Christians to observe the birth of Christ 
with glad rejoicing. 

Some tell us that December 25th was 
a day when pagans held, their sun-god 
feasts and that a connection may be 
traced between the celebration of Christ- 
mas and that old pagan celebration. It 
seems that connections can be traced 
between certain Christmas customs and 
certain earlier pagan customs. It is true, 
too, that the celebration of Christmas 
developed after the church began its 
drift into Romanism. .But between us 
and that far-off day are the Protestant 
Reformation, the Puritan movement, and 
the Evangelical Revival, each contribut- 
ing something to the purifying of the 
church from corruption. Today any 
pagan survivals in Christmas customs 
have lost their pagan significance, and 
most people are unaware of any such 
conhection. Surely it is not the harm- 
less and uncons¢iously observed pagan 
survivals in Christmas celebrations that 
matter. Our peril is not in relics of a 
past paganism in Christmas customs so 
much as in the spirit of a present pagan- 
ism so largely dominating the Christmas 
season. Among many the observance of 
Christmas is more pagan than Christian 
because it has no spiritual value for 
them. Its only value for them is as an 
occasion for revelry. Such people re- 
mind one of the little jingle that says: 

There was a young man from the Clyde 

Who was once at a funeral espied, 

When asked who was dead, 
He quite pleasantly said, 

“I don’t know; I just came for the ride!” 

Too many folk are like that in regard 
to Christmas. They have no vital Chris- 
tianity. The birth of Christ holds no 
deep significance for them. They are 
all for the fun and revelry of the sea- 
son, but they don’t know what Christ- 
mas really means. They are just there 
for the ride. Against a fitting rejoicing 
by Christians in commemorating the 
Saviour’s birth we have nothing to say. 
But against meaningless and pagan- 
spirited celebration of Christmas there 
is need of protest. 

For too many people a mythical Santa 
overshadows the Saviour, and pagan 
revelry, gluttony, and drunkenness dis- 
honor Him who came to save us from 
sins of that and every sort. Therefore, 
be sure to make yours a Christian Christ- 
mas, 

1. Make Christ Central in Your Christ- 
mas.—Christmas is a glorious opportunity 
to exalt the Lord Jesus in the church, 
Sunday school, and in the home. It is the 
time for telling the Christmas story to 
our children and introducing them to 
the great Christmas hymns. We should 


stress the spiritual meaning of the sea- 
son and keep the Saviour central. 
Parents should be wise as to the Santa 
Claus myth and how they refer to it. At 
a Christmas party given by American 
troops in Japan for Japanese children 
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one bewildered tot asked: “Whose birth- 
day is’ it? .That old man with white 
whiskers?” We wonder if some North 
American children are not just as far 
wrong in their understanding of what 
Christmas is all about. Indeed, one 
adult American, recalling his childhood 
Christmas experiences, has said, “Had 
it not been for the Sunday school, I 
might never have known that it was His 
day, or that anyone except that genial, 
red-faced old gentleman had anything 
to do with Christmas.” 

In our home we ‘decided when the 
children were small that from the start 
we would not deceive them about Santa. 
We told them who, the real Santa was 
and gave them the Santa story as make- 
believe. Children can enjoy it as a 
pretty legend. Their imaginative powers 
are such that a story is not spoiled for 
thenr by knowing it to be a sort of fairy 
tale. They early distinguish between 
truth and fiction. They want to know of 
a new story, Is it, true? And if it be 
legendary and they know that, they can 
still appreciate it. It is important that 
our children understand from the be- 
ginning that Jesus Christ is real and 
Santa is mythical in connection with 
Christmas. y 

2. Make Yours a Modest, Nonalcoholic 
and Really Christian Christmas.—First, 
modest. The commercial world capital- 
izes Christmas for mere profit’s sake. 
Gifts are becoming more and more ex- 
travagant and gift-buying more and 
more of a burden. Some people are tied 
to installment payments on needlessly 
costly gifts they give at Christmas for 
months after Christmas is over. If we 
turn from the glamorous advertisements 
of a commercialized Christmas to the 
Gospel story of the simple setting of 
the first Christmas, we shall see that 
luxury buying and celebrating are in- 
appropriate and modesty and simplicity 
much more in keeping with the spiritual 
significance of the occasion, 

Let me urge a nonalcoholic Christmas, 
too. Christmas parties with a free flow 
of liquor more and more disfigure the 
Christmas scene. Liquor is not essential 
to a good time, and it often makes for 
a bad time for some people. A growing 
Christmas consumption of liquor, mak- 
ing. for accident tragedies and family 
trouble, calls Christians to say: “This 
has gone too far. Mine shall be a non- 
alcoholic Christmas.” Don’t let your 
business associates and fellow workers 
ply you with drink on Christmas eve. 
Discourage liquor at office parties. And, 
for a happy Christmas with your fam- 
ily, keep liquor out of the home fes- 
tivities. That is part of making yours 
a Christian Christmas in such a day as 
this. 

Then, for a really Christian Christmas, 
use greetings and gifts that exalt Christ. 
There are cards with appropriate Christ- 
mas Scripture texts and verse. There 
are Christian booklets and books that 
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make lovely gifts and exalt the Saviour. 
Let such distinctively Christian gifts 
have a place in your giving. Bibles, 
hymnbooks, and helps for daily Bible 
reading are other distinctively -Chris- 
tian gifts to make. Don’t deny the chil- 
dren their toys, nor older folks some 
needed article of clothing or furnishing, 
but somehow let your giving include the 
Christmas message or a Christian em- 
phasis, 

Finally, keép in mind that our Lord 
Himself said, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Remem- 


(Continued on page 1003) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Jehovah and Riad the Same 


I noticed an expression in Brother 
Gordon’s article, “Paul and the Epistle 
of Hebrews (II)” that I have often 
heard and seen in print. I do not un- 
derstand what is meant by the expres- 
sion. 

The expression (p. 714, center col., 
Sept. 4) is: “The Jehovah of the Old 
Testament is the Jesus of the New.” 
Is reference made to all mention of 
the name “Jehovah,” or only when 
translated “Jehovah” in the King 
James Version? Do they mean “Jeho- 
vah” always refers to the second per- 
son in the Trinity? In such Old Tes- 
tament passages as Psalm 110:1, 4, I 
have always taken the word “Jehovah” 
to mean the Father. 

I enjoy THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
very much. One of my favorite writers 
is Ernest Gordon.—A Virginia reader. 


Mr. Gorpon’s REPLY 


Certainly the Lord in Psalm 110 refers 
to the Father who is speaking to the 
Son. The name Jehovah applies to both, 
who are in fact one. I suppose Jehovah 
is the name used especially in relation 
to Israel. Jesus stated His deity to the 
Jews in terms of their history and their 
law. “I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30) is an echo of the words most rev- 
erenced by Israelites, “Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut. 


(Continued on page 999) 








ERRATUM 


In the Survey of November 6th, I 
characterized Repeal Review as “the or- 
gan of American whisky.” What I 
meant was that it is a leading mouth- 
piece of Wet opinion, that it represents 
the movement that repealed the Eight- 
eenth Amendment, that it opposes local 
option, condemns temperance education 
as now given in the schools, supported 
the repeal of restriction on sale to In- 
dians, and is an enthusiastic eulogist of 
Yale alcohol science. “The organ of 
American whisky,” in a less general 
sense, is Spirits, the distillers’ trade 
paper.—ERNEsT GORDON. 
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Ill. “The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary” 


How the Roman Church has invdnted sources 


to prove its dogmas 


Pius IX solemnly defined “that 

the Most Blessed Virgin Mary from 
the first instant of her conception .. . 
was preserved perfectly free from all 
stain of original sin” (Dec. 6 1854); in 
spite of the fact that the powerful Do- 
minican Order, which opposed the doc- 
trine of the immaculate conception of 
Mary, had published a manual for dis- 
putants “in which the opinions of 216 
doctors of the Church are collected IN 
PROOF OF THE CONCEPTION OF 
THE VIRGIN IN ORIGINAL SIN. It 
presents a formidable array of al] the 
greatest names in the Church, includ- 
ing many popes . . .-the most revered 


B: the papal Bull, Ineffabilis Deus, 


’ authorities of the Franciscan Order—St. 


Anthony of Padua, Alexander Hales, St. 
Bonaventura, Richard Middleton, Duns 
Scotus . . . and others” (“The History 
of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages,” 
by Henry Charles Lea, LL.D, vol. iii, 
p. 608). 


BROWBEATEN INTO AccEPTING IT 

Because of these 216 doctors of the 
Church raising their voices against the 
doctrine, and because of the controversies 
between the Dominican and Franciscan 
Orders, the popes sought to suppress all 
discussion. This’ is admitted by the 
authorities of the Roman Church: For 
instance, in “A Catholic Dictionary,” 
under the caption, “Immaculate Concep- 
tion,” we read: 

“Pius V, in 1570, forbade all discussion 
of the doctrine in sermons, permitting, 
however, the question to be handled in 
assemblies of the learned. Paul V, in 
1617, prohibited attacks on the doctrine 
in public assemblies of any kind, while 
Gregory, in 1622, strictly forbade anyone 
to maintain, even in private discussions, 
that the Blessed Virgin was conceived 
in original sin” (‘A Catholic Dictionary,” 
by Addis and Arnold, p. 429). 


PENALIZED FOR REJECTING THE DOCTRINE 

By great sacrifice many have main- 
tained their loyalty to Christ and truth. 
The Dominicans were called upon either 
to accept the new doctrine or to suffer 
the consequences. J. C. I. Gieseler, doc- 
tor of Philosophy and Theology, has 
stated the situation concisely, in these 
words: The University of Paris “con- 
demned the rejection of the doctrine of 
the Immaculate Conception as one of 
the heresies of the Dominican John of 
Montesono, A.D. 1387. He appealed to 
the Pope, but the university prevailed 
here also (Jan., 1389), and after com- 
pelling many of the Dominicans to take 
back their offensive declarations against 
the hated doctrine, made the assent to 





Mary is being elevated higher and 
higher by the Roman Catholic 
“ Church in this year, 1954. An As- 
sociated Press dispatch from Vatican 
City, November 1, said: “In the 
supreme ceremony of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s Marian Year, 
Pope Pius XII crowned an ancient 
image of the Virgin Mary today and 
proclaimed r Queen of Heaven 
and Earth. ... The Pontiff expressed 
‘firm confidence’ that through the 
Virgin ‘mankind will little by little 
progress along this way of salvation 
and she will guide the rulers of 
nations and the hearts of their peo- 
ples toward concord and charity. 
From the unending goodness of the 
Most Blessed Virgin whom we in- 
voke today as the Royal Mother of 
Our Lord, we also expect other bene- 
fits not less precious. Not only must 
She annihilate the dark plans and 
wicked works of those who are 
enemies of a united and Christian 
mankind, but she has also to com- 
municate to modern men something 
of her own spirit.’” Thus Mary is 
made almost equal with God the 
Father and Jesus Christ, and these 
false teachings are set forth, as be- 
longing to the whole Christiag Church. 
This is the -last of a series of three 
articles by the pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church, Victoria, B. C. 








the decision” of the university on this 
point the indispensable condition of ad- 
mittance to any academical honcr” 
(“Textbook of Ecclesiastical History,” 
by J. C. I. Gieseler, 1836, vol. iii, pp. 116, 
117). P 


DEGREES IN THEOLOGY REFUSED 
NONCONFORMISTS 

With Scripture silent on the doctrine, 
and church history offering not a shred 
of support, the Roman Church resorted 
to her customary tyrannical method of 
dealing with thoSe who refuse to sur- 
render their mental and spiritual free- 
dom, viz., to browbeat them into sub- 
mission. This is acknowledged, in his 
own words, by the Jesuit, Rev. Father 
F. X, Weninger, D.D., missionary of the 
Society of Jesus, where he says: 

“It was then that entire universities 
arose, who made the defense of this mys- 
tery of the. faith A CONDITION OF 
THEIR CHAPTER, AND CONFERRED 
NO DEGREES IN THEOLOGY UNLESS 
THE PROMISE WAS MADE TO DE- 
FEND THIS PREROGATIVE OF MARY” 
(“A Manual of the Catholic Religion,” 
17th edit., pp. 49, 50; caps mine). 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


Tue Jesuits PLoTrinc for CoNnTROL 


Had it not been for the Jesuits, it is 
to be doubted that there would ever 
have been a papal definition of the doc- 
trines of the immaculate conception of 
Mary, or of papal infallibility, or of the 
assumption of Mary. Lord Acton, one 
of the most learned writers of the Ro- 
man Church, sheds light on this aspect 
of our subject, where he says: 


“The Jesuits had continued to gain 
ground in Rome ever since the Pope’s 
return. They had suffered more than 
others in the revolution that dethroned 
him; and they, had their reward in the 
restoration. They had long been held 
in check by the Dominicans; but the 
theology of the Dominicans had been 
discountenanced and their spirit. broken 
in 1854, when a doctrine which they: had 
contested for centuries was proclaimed 
a dogma of the faith. In the strife for 
the Pope’s temporal dominion the Jesuits 
were most zealous. .. . They were con- 
nected with every measure for which the 
Pope cared; and their divines became the 
oracles of the Roman congregations. .. . 
They “were now in power; and they 
snatched their opportunity when the 
Council was'convoked” (“The History of 
Freedom,” by Lord Acton, D.C.L., LL.D., 
etc., 1907, p. 498). 


RECENT PAPAL UTTERANCE 


‘With all the intriguing for power on 
the part of the Jesuits, in their manipu- 
lating of councils for the definition of 
doctrines lacking any Scriptural or his- 
torical authority, as a matter of history, 
the present Pope, Pius XII, in his en- 
cyclical Fulgens Corona calls for the ob- 
servance of the Marian Year, to com- 
memorate the 100th anniversary of the 
definition of the immaculate conception 
of Mary, a doctrine which has no war- 
rant in either Scripture or history. 


Mary, MOTHER OF THE WorD INCARNATE 


Within recent weeks, volumes of pub- 
licity and propaganda have issued from 
the Romish press, telling of the many 
thousands who have gathered at shrines 
and elsewhere to demonstrate their de- 
votion to Mary. These are being or- 
ganized with great pomp and ceremony. 
Parades, with banners emblazoned with 
the titles of Mary, have been held 
throughout Canada and the United 
Statés. 

One report, given during the month 
of August, 1954, tells of the gathering at 
“the national Shrine of our Lady of the 
Cape,” when Bishop F. J. Ryan of Hamil- 
ton, “spoke-on the dignity and glory of 
Mary, and the fitness of her Immaculate 
Conception and Assumption,” when he 
also said: 
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“She is not merely the mother of Our 
Lord’s Manhood; but she is to be con- 
sidered the Mother of the Word Him- 
self, the Word Incarnaté, . .. Mary gave 
birth to the Creator, and what recom- 
pense shall be made her? Nothing is 
too high for her to whom God owes His 
human life” (See the Canadian Register, 
August 14, 1954). 


Mary Srm1iar To Gop 


No wonder Dr. Dollinger said, There 
never seems to be enough done for the 
glorification of Mary.. In a magazine 
entitled Mary, published in Chicago, 
giving special emphasis to the Marian 
Year and Mary. Immaculate, we read: 

“ . . nothing could be found in 
Heaven, or earth, or in the moon or in 
the stars—not in the sun nor in the 
angels—which could evoke such gran- 
deur and dignity, unless it were God 
alone, TO WHOM THE VIRGIN AP- 
PEARED TO ME QUITE SIMILAR, ... 
Considering in particular the eternity of 
God, it seemed to me that the Virgin 
was also eternal .. .” (See Mary, May- 
June, 1954; vol. 15, No. 3, p. 105). 


THe Worip Saved BY BLoop 
From Mary 

The Roman Church moves from blas- 
phemy to blasphemy, as the following 
from the same American publication 
shows: Speaking of “Saint Mary Mag- 
dalen de’Pazzi,” we read: 

“She likened the Blessed Mother to a 
fountain sealed with the immaculate seal 
of the Eternal Word—a fountain irrigat- 
ing the whole earth . . . refreshing the 
souls in Purgatory; a fountain spurting 
up to Heaven. ‘In Mary is enclosed God 
Himself, the whole of Heaven and all 
creatures. BY THE BLOOD TAKEN 
FROM MARY, ALL THE WORLD WAS 
SAVED. And, if Mary had not been, 
there would have been for me no God’” 
(ibid., p. 106; caps mine). 


ALL BaseD ON GREAT CONFUSION 


Rome seeks to blind the eyes of the 
people; to cover her great deceptions by 
audacious claims, and to camouflage her 
blatant blasphemies by gorgeous ritual 
and ecclesiastical ostentation. This, 
however, is not fair presentation. Scrip- 
ture and history rise up in _ protest 
against her baseless substitutes for di- 
vine revelation. 

DIFFICULTIES IN THE ROMAN THEORY 

1. Rome’s theory of Mary’s immaculate 
conception and absolute freedom from 
all original sin constitutes an insistence 
that Mary was not properly descended 
from Adam as the Scripture teaches. In 
this connettion, we present the state- 
ment of John Foxe: 

“For if there be in her no original sin, 
then she beareth not the image of Adam, 
neither doth she descend of that seed, 
of ‘whose seed evil proceedeth upon all 
men and women, to condemnation; as 
St. Paul doth teach (Rom. 5). Where- 
fore if she descend of that seed, then 
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the infection of original evil must neces- 
sarily proceed unto her. If she descend 
not thereof, then cometh she not of the 
seed of Abraham, nor of the seed of 
David” (“The Acts and Monuments,” by 
John Foxe, vol. iv., p. 168). 


Mary Not JustTIFIED BY CHRIST 


2. The Roman Church teaches the en- 
tire sinlessness of Mary. One authority, 
dealing with the assumption of Mary, 
says: “And the King goes forth sur- 
rounded by angels—followed by the glo- 
rified souls of Patriarchs and Prophets 
to meet the sinless Mary” (“A Crown 
for Our Queen,” by Rev. Abram J. Ryan, 
p. 223). 

Dealing with the implications of the 
sinlessness of Mary, the Dominicans, 
wHose Order is described in “A Catholic 
Dictionary” as “the guardian of scholas- 
tic theology and philosophy,” in con- 
tending against the immaculate concep- 
tion of Mary, affirmed: 

“If justification be taken for reconcilia- 
tion of him that was unrighteous before, 
and now is made righteous; then the 
blessed Virgin is to be taken, not for 
justified by Christ, but just from her 
beginning by preservation” (see “The 
Acts and Monuments,” ut supra, vol. iv, 
p. 169). 

3. Christ is not the Saviour of Mary, 
in the true sense, if she has no original 
sin, and is sinless. This constitutes a 
real difficulty, in the light of Mary’s own 
affirmation, “And Mary said, My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit re- 
joices in God my Saviour” (“New Cath- 
olic Editign of the Holy Bible,” Luke 
1:46, 47). To meet this difficulty, the 
Dominicans contended: 


“If a Saviour be taken for him who 
saveth men fallen into perdition and 
condemnation; so is not Christ the Sav- 
iour of Mary, but is her Saviour only in 
this respect, for sustaining her from not 
falling into condemnation, etc. Neither 
did the Virgin Mary give thanks to God, 
nor ought so to do, for expiation of her 
sins, but for her conservation from case 
of sinning” (ibid., p. 169). 

4. If Mary was immaculate in her 
conception, and had no taint of original 
Sin, then her mother must have been 
immaculate. Consequently, Mary’s an- 
cestry must have been immaculate. 
Trithemius, or Joannés de Trittenheim, 
Abbot .of Spanheim in 1500, praised 
Anna, the mother of Mary, in the follow- 
ing terms: 

“She must have been truly holy who 
gave birth to Mary without the taint 
of original sin. Every child that was 
born without the daint of original sin 
must have had a mother that was truly 
holy. She who conceived and bore the 
mother of God must herself have been 
pleasing to God. ... There was none 
holier than St. Anna in all Israel, who, 
in conceiving the mother of God, formed 
a stainless vessel for the Holy Spirit” 
(De Laud. Annae, apud Zoller; “The 
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Sower and the Virgin,” by Lord Mon- 
tagu, p. 126). 

“St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the 
Church,” experienced great difficulty in 
‘his aspect of the controversy, in that 
he found it impossible to reconcile the 
Biblical teaching regarding human birth 
with the newfangled idea of the im- 
maculate conception of Mary, which 
logically demanded immaculate concep- 
tion in her ancestry. This is set forth 
in the following statement: 

“St. Bernard, the great conservative of 
his day, at once set himself to suppress 
the new doctrine. He wrote earnestly 
to the Canons of Lyons, showing them 
that their argument applied equally to 
the nativity and conception OF ALL 
THE ANCESTORS OF THE VIRGIN BY 
THE MALE AND FEMALE LINES; he 
begged them to introduce no novelties 
in the Church, but to hold with the 
Fathers; he argued that the only im- 
maculate conception was that of Christ, 
who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
and proved that Mary, who was sprung 
‘of the union between man and woman, 
must necessarily have been conceived in 
original sin” (“A History of the Inqui- 
sition,” by Henry Charles Lea, LL.D., 
vol. iii, p. 596). ' 

5. A foundation of sinking sands is 
the only foundation for the human in- 
vention of the Immaculate Conception: 
Here, however, is another predicament 
the Roman Church is in: In the doc- 
trine of the assumption of Mary, the 
Roman Church acknowledges the death 
of Mary, saying, “the mother of God 
underwent temporal death.” However, 
Augustine, commenting on the death of 
Mary, deals a deathblow to the Roman 
theory of the Immaculate Conception, 
where he says (super, Psa. 34): 


“Adam died because of sin; and Mary, 
who was descended from Adam, died 
because of sin.” Further (De Perf. 
Just.): “. . . since death has passed on 
every human being, it follows that sin 
must have entered every human being” 
(“The Sower and the Virgin,” by Lord 
Montagu, p. 104). 

John Foxe gives this word: “Again, 
seeing that death is the effect and sti- 
pend of sin, by the doctrine of St, Paul 
(Rom. 6) . , . so should she never have 
died, if original sin had no place in 
her” (“The Acts and Monuments,” vol. 
iii, p. 168). 

Scripture is most definite: “Where- 
fore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

6. Many authorities of the Roman 
Church have confessed the lack of Scrip- 
ture authority for the doctrine of the 
immaculate conception of Mary. “Very 
little is said about her in the Scriptures,” 
is the necessary confession made in the 
“Apostleship: of Prayer League Leaflet,” 
May, 1903; while no less an authority 
than “The Pictorial Catholic Library,” 
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speaking of the Immaculate Conception, 
makes this significant admission: “Not- 
withstanding the silence of the Gospel, 
it has been generally believed ...” (“The 
History of the Blessed Virgin,” p. 28). 


PROVISION FOR LACK OF PROOF 

The Roman Church, knowing that so 
much of her teaching cannot be found 
in the Word of God and is without 
Scripture support, makes this declaration 
to her people: “Thus, even without any 
help from Scripture, the Roman Catholic 
is assured he cannot be misled by fol- 
lowing the authority of the Church” 
(“Ursuline Manual,” Approbation by 
“Thomas B. England, P.P., Cork,. April 
14, 1823,” p. 507). 


ScriptuRE CorrRuPTED To MEET THE NEED 

The favorite Scripture, used by many 
Romish authorities to support the doc- 
trine of the Immaculate Conception, is 
Genesis 3:15. Cardinal Gibbons wrote: 
“Although the Immaculate Conception 
was not formulated into a dogma of 


faith till 1854, it is at least implied in 


Holy Scripture. . . . In Genesis we read: 
‘ ™ will put enmities between thee and 
the woman, and thy seed and her seed; 
she shall crush thy head” (Gen. 3:15; 
“Faith of Our Fathers,” pp. 204, 205). 
It is important to note that Cardinal 
Gibbons used the corrupted version, say- 
ing, SHE shall crush thy head. Of course, 
the Cardinal is shielded by his church, 
since he used “The Douay Bible” (trans- 
lated from the Latin Vulgate), which 
gives the same, viz., SHE shall crush 
thy head, which gives this footnote: 
“She shall crush. I[psa, the woman; so 
divers of the fathers read this place, 
conformably to the Latin...” 


Now Ownep To BE AN ERROR 

Dr. E. B. Pusey, speaking of the Im- 
maculate Conception, wrote: “Again, the 
belief (founded on what is now owned 
to be an error, which crept into the 
Latin translation about the close of the 
fourth century) that the Blessed Virgin 
was prophesied as ‘she’ who should 
‘bruise the serpent’s head,’ became the 
support of the doctrine of the Immacu- 
late Conception .. .” (“An Eirenicon,” p, 
159). 

“The Catholic Encyclopedia” was com- 
pelled to acknowledge, concerning this 
mistranslation she, that it cannot be de- 
fended critically. 


Do THE K. or C. Own THE Error? 

Is this the reason why the Knights 
of: Columbus, in their recent writings, 
quote Genesis 3:15, in this way: 

“JT will put enmities between thee 
{the serpent used figuratively for Satan] 
and the woman, between thy seed [all 
sinful followers of Satan] and her seed 
[Jesus Christ who will crush the ser- 
pent’s head] ...’” (Gen. 3:15; see book- 
let, “Yes . . . the Mother of God Will 
Help You,” No. 24, p. 26). On another 
page, we read: ; 
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“We must not forget the passage in 
Genesis which provides the basis for the 
belief of Catholics concerning Mary’s 
place in the divine plan of our redemp- 
tion and the privileges that were hers: 
‘I will place enmities between thee and 
the woman, between thy~seed and’ her 
seed _..’” (3:15; p. 29). 


A POINTED QUESTION 


In their literature, specially prepared 
for non-Romanist readers, why do the 
Knights of Columbus not complete the 
Scripture verse as, it is in their Own 
Bible? Why did they not give the words, 
“She shall crush thy head,” etc.? Why 
omit these crucial words, which have 
always been considered so necessary for 
their argument? Why do the K. of C. 
give this reading, “Jesus Christ who will 
crush the serpent’s head”? The simple 
reason is this, the Roman Church now 
knows she can no longer defend her 
forgery in the light of scholarly criti- 
cism. .She has made the Immaculate 
Conception rest on the change of one 
letter, ipsa instead of ipse; and what she 
has palmed off on her people as Scrip- 
ture support for the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, she now owns to be an error in 
translation. It is a shameful corruption 
of Scripture, gnd it is on such corrup- 
tions that the Church of Rome is 
founded. For centuries the Septuagint 
Version has given the correct transla- 
tion, viz., “HE shall bruise thy head.” 


INVENTIONS To Foist DocMas 

In the light of all the evidence from 
Scripture and history which can be 
brought forward in testimony against the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
it might be asked, Why has the Church 
of Rome been so successful in foisting 
such error on her Church and people? 
Surely the answer is found in the fact 


Radiance in the Dark 
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that the Roman Church has forged many 
epistles, commentaries, and various writ- 
ings, and then published them under the 
names of venerable teachers and writers 
of former ages for the purpose of sup- 
plying authorities’ for opinions that 
lacked the sanction of antiquity. This 
was well stated by that great scholar 
and theologian of the Roman Church, Dr. 
Johann Joseph Ignaz Dollinger, where, 
in speaking of the Jesuits in relation to 
the doctrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, he testified: 

“They neven had any particular diffi- 
culty in manufacturing Church history; 
they have already performed the most 
incredible feats in that line. Not to 
speak now of their zeal for the discov- 
ery and dissemination of apocryphal 
tales of miracles and lives of saints, of 
which the Catholic world owes to them 
so many, we will merely refer here to 
their huge falsification of Spanish 
Church history. They have provided 
Spain with a wholly new history, in 
accordance with the interests of their 
Order, as well as with the national wish, 
and the dogma of the Immaculate Con- 
ception; and this could only be accom- 
plished by the Jesuit, Roman De la Hi- 
guera, INVENTING CHRONICLES AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS, with 
the necessary appurtenance of relics, 
the genuineness of which had to be 
proved by a miracle brought forward for 
this express purpose” (see “Papal In- 
fallibility, the Pope and the Council,” 
by Dr. Dollinger, p. 50; caps mine). 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 

“To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them” 
(Isa. 8:20).—(All Rights Reserved.— 
J. B. R.) 

Victoria, B. C. 





A Chinese girl's testimony and Christian experience 


N HER bed in a darkened room sits 
a tiny Chinese woman. For twenty- 
three years she has been a prisoner in 


‘the dark, for a part of this time almost 


totally blind, and even now unable to 
endure sunlight or fuJl daylight. She 
wears very dark glasses, and is clad in 
black, and the lights in her room are 
black-shaded. But on her face there 
shines a radiance from within that only 
God can impart, and in her merry, 
flashing smile there is no hint of gloom. 

Christiana Tsai, born the seventh 
daughter of a wealthy Chinese official, 
was given the Chinese name “Su-Guen,” 
But after stout resistance to all efforts 
of her school teachers to lead her to “eat 
Christianity,” she found peace and joy 
in Christ, and she then chose for herself 


By LAURA Z, LeFEVRE 


the meaningful name of “Christiana,” 
aftér the principal character of the sec- 
ond part of Bunyan’s “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” which was one of the earliest 
books she read, after her Bible. 

Her ardent desire to learn English and 
music opened the way for her to enter 
a Christian school for ber education, 
though not without due warning from 
her parénts that she was on no account 
to allow herself to be influenced by the 
“foreigners’” religion. This agreed with 
her own determination, and only to in- 
crease he? knowledge of English did she 
finally consent to attend a Bible class and 
also a Christmas service in the church. 
She was one of the first Chinese girls to 
graduate from a high school, and was at 
once offered many good positions. But 
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God had spoken to her heart, and 
through a very simple little illustration 
given by a visiting American preacher 
she saw her need of the Saviour, and 
alone in her room she gave her life to 
Him. 

Persecution followed. Her family 
were devoted Buddhists, and shortly 
after her conversion she was compelled 
to participate in an impressive Buddhist 
rite related to the death of her father. 
In filial affection she yielded to the pres- 
sure, feeling it a duty to do so, but she 
was acutely unhappy over it for a long 
time afterward, and she never again 
compromised with heathenism. 


EFORE she was saved she had been 

unhappy, even melancholy, but now 
she had joy and peace, and she longed to 
witness to others of this so great salva- 
tion. In Nanking she called on Miss 
Mary Leaman, who was later to play a 
large part in her life, and offered to 
help her in evangelistic work. About 
this time Christiana became acquainted 
with several prominent Americans who 
were holding conferences on the deeper 
Christian life at Pietaiho and other 
Christian centers throughout China. She 
became interpreter for Miss Ruth Pax- 
son, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, and others. She 
herself had special services for non- 
Christians, for teachers and students in 
Chinese government schools and Chris- 
tian missionary colleges, nurses in hos- 
pitals, and often in crowded churches 
of various denominations. She traveled 
much in China, visiting eleven out of 
the eighteen provinces. China was at 
that time enjoying a period of compara- 
tive peace, though much of the world 
was at war. 

After many busy, happy, fruitful years, 
Christiana suddenly fell very ill. For 
days she lay unable to move, for eight 
months unable to talk, and she could 
not open her eyes for a year and a half. 
She suffered intensely. Doctors diag- 
nosed the case as malignant malaria in 
the marrow of her bones. They said 
there was no cure, and she never would 
be better. 

It was after this decision, and after 
Christiana had found a quiet haven in 
America, that she felt impelled to write 
her life story and Christian testimony 
in a book. “Queen of the Dark Cham- 
ber” 1 issued forth to bring to the world 
a gripping story of a real life, written 
to glorify the Lord and magnify His 
grace and goodness, and yet as interest- 
ing and fascinating as a novel. It has 
a distinctive charm and originality hard 
to be surpassed, and it is well illustrated. 





1“Queen of the Dark Chamber,” by Chris- 
tiana Tsai (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50). 
Orders may be sent directly to Christiana 
Tsai, Leaman Place, Paradise P.O., Lancaster 
Co., Pa. Books will be autographed on re- 
quest. 
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Here is revealed the home life and 
customs of an immensely wealthy Chi- 
nese family.. Christiana’s father was 
vice-governor, later acting governor of 
Kiangsu, and held other important of- 
fices. That he was a man of consider- 
able courage and character is disclosed 
in an incident Christiana relates ¢f her 
childhood years. It was the time of the 
Boxer uprising, when the Empress Dow- 
ager, in an effort to save herself, laid 
the blame for China’s troubles on the 
Christians and missionaries and ordered 
them all to be killed. Her father as 
acting-viceroy decided to disobey the 
order, and he changed the words, “kill 
all foreigners,” to, “protect all for- 
eigners.” It was dangerous insubordina- 
tion, but all the foreigners and Chris- 
tians in that area were saved, and the 
Empress never knew of it, for she her- 
self soon had to flee. 

The touching story of Christiana’s ro- 
mance with a brilliant Chinese student, 
who journeyed far to get his degree in 
an ‘American university, is briefly told. 
When he lost his faith in the inerrancy 
of the Bible and the deity of her Lord, 
she heartbrokenly gave him up. The 
story of her travels back and forth across 
China, with all the informing anecdotes, 
her contacts with all types of people, her 
interesting experiences in soul-winning, 
her witty and understanding interpreta- 
tion of some situations and events, and 
above all, her clear, true witness for 
Christ and His wonderful salvation and 
grace, makes her book an ideal one for 
every Christian home and library. No 
one could possibly read it through with- 
out being impressed and getting a bless- 
ing. - 

HAT the excellent literary style of 

the book, with its revealing glimpses 
of Chinese life and history, has been rec- 
ognized and appreciated, is disclosed in 
the fact that the fourth printing has 
just issued from the press. In this fourth 
edition appears a new and striking fea- 
ture, a personal recommendation by Dr. 
Billy Graham, beginning: “Because the 
@pirit of God breathes through its pages, 
I am glad to commend ‘Queen of the 
Dark Chamber’ to Christian readers 
everywhere.” Thete is an abbreviated 
British edition in process of publication, 
and an Indian Christian leader is mak- 
ing plans to have the book translated 
and published in three major languages 
of India. The author is also recipient 
of personal letters from President Eisen- 
hower and many other prominent per- 
sons commending the book. 

The story of Christiana Tsai and her 
book would not be complete without a 
description of her present setting in a 
historic old mansion with three gracious 
elderly ladies, Miss Mary Leaman, her 
sister Lucy, and her cousin, also Mary 
Leaman. The house was bought from 
General Renold, in 1802, by Christian 
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Leaman, great-grandfather of Mary and 
Lucy. It was called the Practical 
Farmer Hotel, and the spacious rooms, 
now furnished 
style, recently accommodated a mission- 
ary meeting of some hundred people. 
Charles Leaman, father of Mary and 
Lucy, born in this home, was a mis- 
sionary in China for many years. His 
body by his own request rests in China 
among his Chinese Christians, 


ARY LEAMAN is known as “China 

Mary,” for, after forty-eight years 
in China, she still by preference wears 
her Chinese dress and shoes, and often 
eats CHinese food. She, too, is an invalid, 
for many years bedfast from a perma- 
nently injured back, but now with shin- 
ing face able to move about the first 
floor of her home. To her, largely be- 
longs credit for the Chinese Phonetic 
Bible. She is a natural born linguist, 
using the Chinese language more per- 
fectly than many Chinese. When she 
and Christiana were coming home on 
the S.S. President Wilson, the customs 
officer looked her over with appraising 
eye and asked her how she became an 
American citizen as indicated on her 
passport. She quietly replied, “I was 
so born.” 

The thousands of Chinese characters 
used in writing make it practically’ im- 
possible for anyone thoroughly to mas- 
ter them all in even ten years’ time. 
For that reason only about two out of 
ten Chinese can read. Because of the 
great difficulty in learning to read, the 
Bible in ‘China was a locked book to 
many. Now with the simplified pho- 
netic system, which can be learned in 
eight weeks, the Bible has become an 
open book to China’s millions as never 
before. The Chinese National Govern- 
ment under Chiang Kai-shek evolved a 
phonetic system combining thirty-seven 
symbols into words of not more than 
three symbols each, so that a person can 
write anything spoken in the colloquial 
language and read what is thus written. 
The learning of this system is now com- 
pulsory in Formosa. Even the Russian- 
inspired Communists have made it com- 
pulsory for the soldiers, and every man, 
woman, and child to learn this system 
—so the people may read their propa- 
ganda. They unconsciously have thus 
made it also possible for all to read the 
Bible. All that is needed is to supply 
the Book! 


ISS LEAMAN spent more than 

eleven years translating the whole 
Bible into this simple system. Because of 
her pressing missionary duties, most-of 
this work had to be done at night, often 
after two o’clock in the morning. It 
might almost be called bilingual, for the 
original Chinese character and the pho- 
netic are side by side throughout the 
Book. Almost alone, she launched the 

(Continued on page 998) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. DECEMBER 12. YEARNING FOR THE LIVING GOD 
Psalms 42; 84; 102:25-27,; printed text, 42:1-8,; 84:4, 5; 102:25-27 
Golden Text.—This God is our God for ever and ever.—Psa. 48:14 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Psa. 42:1 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall 
I come and appear before God? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where is thy God? 

4 When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in 
in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them 
to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with 
a multitude that kept holyday. , 

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise 
him for the help of his countenance, 

6 O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore 
will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 

7 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise ‘of thy waterspouts: 
all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me, 


8 Yet the Lorp will command his lovingkindness in the 
daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of a life, 


Chap. 84:4 Blessed are they that dwell in ny house: they 
will be still praising thee. Selah. 

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose 
heart are the ways of them. 


Chap. 102:25 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth: -and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 

26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of 
them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou 
change them, and they shall be changed. 

27 But thou art the same, and thy years shall. have no’end. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
ERE are Psalms which lift the 
soul into the presence of God by 
their spiritual sweetness, their 


noble passion, and their lofty vision., 


Such as 23, 103, and 145. On the other 
hand, there are Psalms which strike a 
harsh note, and leave us perplexed. 
These are the imprecatory Psalms, 
which seem to breathe hatred and re- 
venge, sO contrary to what we have 
learned in the New Testament. A not- 
able example is Psalm 109. In between 
these we have a vast range of human 
emotion—longing and satisfaction, per- 
plexity and confidence, discouragement 
and cheer, sorrow and comfort, fear and 
faith. 

There is a tendency to regard those 
which most inspire us as the most in- 
spired, others as less inspired, with a 
grave doubt as to whether some are in- 
spired at all, particularly those which 
have the note of cursing. 

With regard to the last, it should be 
noted that the writer of these impreca- 
tory Psalms takes his stand on the right- 
eousness of God. His enemies are God’s 
enemies, the wicked who oppose the 
servant of God and sow wickedness in 
the nation. The “curses” are what he 


sees to be the inevitable workings of 
divine justice, and the judgments which 
finally will purge the earth and establish 
righteousness and truth. There is a pro- 
phetic note in them. They are not sim- 
ply expressing personal revenge and vin- 
dictiveness. 
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At the same time, we must recognize 
the fact that these Psalms were written 
before “grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” Law was still the dominating 
revelation, and its spirit reflected in the 
reactions of men. This does not mean 
that grace was absent, any more than the 
note of judgment is absent in grace. 
David could search out one of the house 
of Saul to show him the kindness of 
God (2 Sam. 9:3), while Jesus could 
hurl passionate anathemas at the hypo- 
crites of Jewry (Matt. 23:13). 

The Psalms, then, run the gamut of 
human emotion in the sphere of the 
soul’s relation to God. They tell the 
story of the psalmists’ dealings with God 
in an almost infinite variety of circum- 
stances and moods. The Spirit of. in- 
spiration moved these men to record, in 
poetic fashion, these spiritual experi- 
ences, directing them in their expres- 
sions so that we might have an accurate 
account of God’s ways with them, as a 
guide and encouragement to us in our 
own varied experiences and temptations, 
There are none more inspired than 
others. They are all fully inspired, for 
they are all part of God’s revelation to 
us, Even the least inspiring of them 
have their own necessary lessons for us, 
if we only look to the Holy Spirit to 
teach us. 

Finally, let us remember that the 
Psalms are part of the Scriptures, which 
testify of our Lord Jesus, and we should 
be looking for Him there (Luke 24:44). 


Verse by Verse 

Psalm 42:1.—“As the hart ... so pant- 
eth my soul after thee, O God.” This 
surely means that what the water brook 





is to the beast of the forest, God is to 
the soul, an indication of the vast supe- 
riority of the soul of man over the beast. 
What has happened to the soul, then, 
that is satisfied with water brooks, and 
has no thirst for’*God? 


Verse 2.—“My soul thirsteth . .. for 
the living God: when shall I . . . appear 
before God?” The gods of the nations 
cannot fill the soul. Only the living 
God can quench the inner thirst. 


Verse 3—“My tears . . . continually 
say unto me, Where is thy God?” The 
situation which brought the tears we 
do not know, but we have all known 
occasions when our tears have chal- 
lenged our faith. 


Verse 4.—“I remember . ..I had gone 

. . to the house of God ... with a 
multitude that kept holyday.” Appar- 
ently the psalmist is being hindered 
from going up to the house of God and 
he remembers former occasions when he 
was one of the joyous, worshiping 
throng. Now, while others go, he is left 
alone with his grief. \ 


Verse 5.—“Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul? |... hope thou in God... the 
help of his countenance.” But he takes 
himself in hand, and reproves himself 
for his despondency, as if he could not 
know the light of God’s countenance ex- 
cept in the Temple. Hope and praise 
spring up together. 

Verse 6.—“... . therefore will I remem- 
ber thee from the land of Jordan .. .” 
The psalmist is somewhere in northern 
Gilead, whose wild and stormy scenery 
corresponds to the desolation of his soul. 


Verse 7.—“Deep calleth unto deep... 
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thy billows are gone. over me.” The tor- 
rents from the melting snows make roar- 
ing cataracts which echo the agonized 
cries of his own soul. 

Verse 8.—“. . . his lovingkindness in the 
daytime, and in the night his song. . .” 
Again faith springs to life. God is the 
portion of His people at all times, supply- 
ing the needs of the day, and giving 
“songs in the night” (Job 35:10). 

Psalm 84:4.—“Blessed are they that 
dwell in thy house ... praising thee.” 
As in Psalm 42 we saw the grief of the 
man who could not go to God’s house, so 
here we have the joy of the man .who 
can, and does. For the occupation there is 
praise, and what can be more joyful? 

Verse 5.—“. . . whose strength is in 
thee; in whose heart are the ways .. .” 
Another benediction on the man who 
draws strength from the Lord, and whose 
heart turns spontaneously to the ways 
of Zion (see A.S.V.). 

Psalm 102:25.—“. . . the foundation of 
the earth: and the heavens are the work 
of thy hands.” See the setting of this 
remarkable passage. It is part of the 
psalmist’s plea that his own days be 
lengthened (vs. 23, 24), which he presses 
on the ground that God has no shortage 
of days. He is the creator of all things. 

Verse 26.—“They shall perish, but thou 
shalt endure ... they shall be changed.” 
The material universe will fulfill its 
purpose and pass, but God who made it 
abides forever. See Peter’s description 
of this change (2 Pet, 3:10-12). 

Verse 27.—“But thou art the same... 
no end.” Amid all cataclysmic changes 
God abides the same, the changeless one. 
See Hebrews 1:10-12; 13:8, 


The Heart of the Lesson ’ 

It will be noticed that Psalms 42 and 
84 both belong to the group attributed 
to the sons oft Korah, the Levites who 
had charge of the doors of the Temple. 
While ‘some,.like Dean Plumptre, have 
ascribed this whole group to one period, 
the reign of Hezekiah, others have given 
them dates widely apart. For instance, 
some believe that Psalm 42 describes 
David’s plight when a fugitive from Ab- 
salom, while Psalm 84 is brought down 
to the period of the Captivity. However 
these things may be, it is clear that these 
two Psalms express the longings of de- 
vout souls to come up to the house of 
the Lord in Jerusalem, and to worship 
Him in the place where He had set His 
name. In both cases the writer seems 
to be hindered from the desire of his 
heart. 

But there if a distinct difference be- 
tween the two. In Psalm 42 the spir- 
itual experience of the writer is defi- 
nitely clouded. He is occupied with his 
grief to such an extent that he is utterly 
cast down and disquieted, and his longing 
for God is linked with the thought of 
deliverance from these oppressive cir- 
cumstances. His soul is in conflict, sway- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. December 5.—A Cry Out of the 
A Se ee Psalms 86; 130 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. December 19.—Glory to God in the 
Highest. ’ 
Psalm 148; Matthew 1:18-25; Lue k2:1-20 








ing between complaint and trust. He 
gives way to depression, then takes him- 
self to task and reproves himself, as- 
suring his soul of God’s mercy and help. 

Psalm 84 has the same longing for 
the courts.of the Lord, but it is a purer 
longing. What the circumstances were 
which kept the writer from the desire 
of his heart we are not told. Whatever 


they were, they are not allowed to enter - 


the picture. Here the psalmist desires 
God for Himself. He is meditating on 
the ineffable joy of the Lord’s house, 
and the blessedness of dwelling there. 
The altars of God are to him what the 
mest is to the swallow or the sparrow. 

Psalm 102 was written before the rev- 
elation had been given of the immediate 
blessedness of the departed believer, “with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23). 
To the psalmist, to die was to be cut off 
from the presence of God, and to go 
down into the pit where the praises of 
God were not known (Psa. 88:3-12). 
Here, then, we have the lament of a saint 
who is fast approaching the grave (Psa. 
102:1-11), and who cries to God not to 
cut him off in the midst of his days (vs. 
23, 24), for he wants to enjoy the pres. 
ence of God as long as he may. In press- 
ing his plea, he argues the eternity of 
God (vs. 24-27). There is no scarcity of 
years with God that He must be frugal 
in distributing them! God will endure 
when Heaven and earth perish. He is 
the abiding, the unchanging orle. 

We remember that these words are 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the common element in all 
three Psalms of our lesson? 

2. To what group of Psalms do 42 and 
84 belong? 

3. What wis the occasion of Psalm 42? 

4. What is the relation of Psalms 42 
and 43? . 

’§. To what period does Psalm 84 be- 
long? 

6. What circumstance seems to appear 
in both Psalm 42 and 84? 

7. What big difference is noticeable in 
Psalms 42 and 84? 

8. How many times is the interrogative 
“Why ... ?” repeated in Psalms 42 and 
43, and to whom are they addressed? 

9. What position did the sons of Korah 
occupy in the Temple? 

10. How is Psalm 102:25-27 applied in 
the New Testament, and where? 


(Answers on page 998) 
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referred to Christ in Hebrews 1:10-12, 
with a very different application. We 
are taught to trust Him in joy and sor- 
row, in life and in death, because He 
abides unchanging. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. God, the help of His people in distress 
(Psa. 42) 

2. God, the desire of His people in exile 
(Psa, 84) 

3. God, the hope of His people in death 
(Psa, 102) 


Topics for Development 

Psaims #2 and 43. It is quite clear 
that these two Psalms belong to each 
other. They constitute a song with three 
stanzas, each stanza ending with a re- 
frain (42:5, 11; 43:5). It is noticeable 
that Psalm 43 has no title to separate it 
from the other. A comparison of the 
three stanzas will show that the psalm- 
ist was gradually getting on top. In the 
first stanza it is more of dejection with 
quite a struggle for a little faith. In 
the second hé sways back and forth 
between the two. But in the third (Psa. 
43) he breaks loose from his depression 
after the second verse and really begins 
to sing. If our distresses make us pant 
after God, we shall escape as birds out 
of the snare of the fowler, and end up 
in song. 

“Why ... ?” In sixteen verses of 
Psalms 42 and 43, the interrogative 
“Why.. ... ?” appears ten times, always 
in pairs (42:5, 9, 11; 43:2, 5). Six of 
them are addressed to his own soul, and 
four of them are addressed to God. 
Those addressed to God are all wrong. 
God had not forgotten him at all (42:9). 
God had not cast him off at all (43:2). 
When we begin saying “Why ... ?” to 
God, we are apt to become peevish and 
complaining. There is, of course, a 
legitimate “Why ... ?” If we’ really 
mean, What lesson hast Thou for me 
to learn in all this?—then our question 
is good and right, but we must be care- 
ful that we do not slip into rebellious 
complaint with our questioning. : 

The “Why ... ?” addressed six times 
to the psalmist’s own soul was a very 
good “Why... 2* It is a wholesome 
discipline to take oneself to task, and 
examine one’s own conduct. In the face 
of God’s faithfulness and unfailing good- 
riess, such cast-downness and disquietude 
were all out of place, and it was facing 
up to that fact that helped ‘the psalmist 
out of the doldrums. I think that the 
first refrain (42:5) indicates a startled 
surprise that he, knowing God as he 
did, should be so down. In verse 11 
there is perhaps more determination to 
refuse dejectién. The last time (43:5) 
it is a burst of triumph, the song of the 
escapee. What a picture of a soul’s con- 
flict! 


Practical Applications 
Tears of self-pity blind us to the pres- 


, sence of God (42:3), but the assurance 
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of the presence of God will quickly dry 
our tears (42:5). 

When your “Why. , ..?” addressed to 
God leaves you still confused, turn it 
upon yourself, and very shame will turn 
complaint into hope and praise. 

Do you desire God so as to be helped 
in your need (Psa, 42), or do you desire 
Him for Himself alone (Psa, 84)? Both 
are legitimate, but the latter is far 
superior. 

Is it a grief to you when you are hin- 
dered from attending the house of the 
Lord, or are you glad of am excuse for 
not attending? Your love for God will 
determine. 

The changeless God (Psa. 102:26, 27) 
makes the needed change in changeful 
men. . 
Golden Text 

Psalm 48:14.—“For this God is our 
God for ever and ever: he will be our 
guide even unto death.” Learn this text 
in the light of the whole Psalm, where 
He is seen as the God who works de- 
liverance for His people. If we have 
made Him our God by deliberate choice, 
we, too, shall be the objects of |His care, 
safe in the midst of foes. 

ELmMuvyrst, ILL. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMns 


“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“As Pants the Hart for Cooling Streams” 
“O Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 


A Prayer Before the’Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, Thy loving-kindness has given 
us another Lord’s Day and freedom to 
seek Thee and hear Thy Word. For this 
and all Thy benefits we thank Thee, 
Lord. Help us to value our privileges 
as we ought and to love Thee not alone 
for Thy gifts, but for the love that 
prompts Thy giving. Use us to draw 
others to love Thee. Move the unsaved 
to seek the Saviour, clothe believers 
with the beauty of holiness, and restore 
Thine image in us all. Let Thy blessing 
attend our study now. Grant thy spe- 
cial care to be with the sick and the 
distressed everywhere. Give wisdom to 
world leaders and revival to Thy Church. 
Spread Thy truth to every nation, and 
bring soon the final victory of justice 
and truth in the reign of our Lord. 
Grant our prayers for His sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Years ago, during 
a revival in a college, several young 
women were converted. They were 
anxious that another girl in their circle 
of friends be won to the Lord, so they 
urged her to come to the meetings. 
She objected, however, and they pressed 
her to come, saying, “God has a claim 
upon you; He loves you and gave His 
Son for you.” Stamping her foot, the 
girl replied, “I hate God.” 

Contrast those dreadful words with 
these words from our lesson, “As the 
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hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, @ God.” 
What a gulf separates two such souls 
—one hating God, one thirsting for God! 


GOD 


And most of us stand somewhere be- 
tween those two extremes. We do not 
hate God; but do we thirst for Him? 
We recognize Him as, our maker and re- 
alize that we live by His provision. We 
also know He is to be our judge and 
that we.must answer to Him some day. 
This gives us a certain awe of God, but 
how many of us have a real desire for 
Him? Are we not just distantly respect- 
ful toward God? And yet, the truth is, 
as Augustine said, God has made us for 
Himself and our hearts are restless till 
they rest in Him. Something, however, 
has intruded to make us want to keep 
our distance’ from God, and that some- 
thing is sin. Before sin came into their 
lives Adam and Eve could enjoy the 
presence and fellowship of God, but sin 
spoiled that and made them hide from 
Him, No one now can delight in the 
Lord and really desire Him except as 





LET THE SAVIOUR 


URN Deuicer FOR 
O ELIGHT IN 











(9) 993 


-_ 


sin is pardoned.and put away. But God 
offers to do this for us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Each one of us is moving either in 
the direction of the girl who hated God 
or the psalmist who yearned for God, 
and it depends on what we do with the 
Lord Jesus as to whether our destiny 
at last will be with those who hate God 
or those who love Him. 


Catcary, ALTa., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner. 
By Tom M. Olson 


“As the hart panteth . . . so panteth 
my soul after ... God” (Psa, 42:1).— 
The psalmist, at this time, was evidently 
away from Jerusalem, with its sanctuary, 
altar, high priest, and great congrega- 
tion. He missed the privilege of wor- 
shiping God in the divinely ‘chosen place 
and. manner, The more he thought of 
it, the deeper became his longing until 
he likened himself to a panting hart 
fleeing from savage dogs to the brooks 
where it could refresh itself with cold 
water. 

“What elegant creatures the gazelles 
are, and how gracefully they bound! 


PLACE OF THE HEAVENLY SONG! 





“Tn the night his song 
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The sacred writers frequently mention 
gazelles under the various names of 
harts, roes, and hinds. I have seen 
large flocks of these panting harts 
gather round the water brooks in the 
great deserts of Central Syria, so sub- 
dued by thirst that you could approach 
quite near them, before they fled” (W. M. 
Thomson). 

“Prevention from attending the pub- 
lic ordinances,” says Henry March, “may 
be made the means of great benefit to 
the soul, (1) By renewing our relish 
for the provisions which the Lord has 
made, which so soon and so often palls. 
(2) By making us prize the means of 
grace more highly. There is, through 
human degeneracy, a proneness to value 
things less, however excellent in them- 
selves, because of their being common, 
or plentiful, or of easy attainment. (3) 
By driving us more directly to God.” 

“My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God .. .” (Psa. 42:2).—There is 
nothing superficial about soul. thirst. It 
is thirst of the inmost being. It is the 
most intense craving that one chn ex- 
perience. 

Flossie Osborn relates the following 
incident: 

While in hospital training I was as- 
signed a patient, a lad about seventeen, 
who had shot himself. The only hope 
the doctors had for his life was that he 
be kept quiet and his energy conserved. 
This was my duty, a rather difficult 
one when he could have no food and no 
water. Bob was quiet as long as pos- 
sible, but soon the dreaded infection 
started and his became a fever-ridden 
body, aware of little except insatiable 
thirst and acute pain. At last in des- 
peration he begged me.to tell him any- 
thing I could about water. 

I began in Genesis with God’s creation 
of the waters and narrated in detail 
every Bible story I could recall that 


._mentioned water. Bob was particularly 


interested in Psalm 42—“My soul thirst- 
eth for God, for the living God.” 

I tried to describe the baptism of 
Christ in Jordan; His “Peace, be still” 
to the storm-tossed sea; His approach to 
the woman at the well and His promise, 
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst.” And 
then I told him of the crucifixion of our 
Saviour, of His agony whén He cried, 
“T thirst.” Bob turned to me and asked, 
“Was He as thirsty as I?” And I had 
to answer that our Lord suffered on Gol- 
gotha’s hill, that He had no cool hospital 
room, no ice cap for His brow—but a 
crown of thorns. 

The climax of our stories came in the 
last chapter of the Revelation: “Let 
him that is athirst come. And whoso- 
ever will, let him take the water of life 
freely.” And Bob did. How glorious 
it was! His body grew steadily weaker, 
but he was no longer afraid. 

On the morning of the fifth day we 
were permitted to. give him a teaspoon- 
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ful of cracked ice every half hour. How 
pitiful it’ was to tempt him with that 
when I knew his body was burning, 
could see his parched lips and swollen 
tongue! He could only struggle with 
the cool taste and gasp for more. And 
I prayed that when I met a thirsting 
soul I could offer him, not a mere tea- 
spoonful, but a well of living water. 
Bob left us that day, and it was a joy 
to meditate on these words, “When thou 
passest through the waters . , . they 
shall not overflow thee.” 


“Why art thou cast down, O my soul?” 
(Psa. 42:5.)—Six times in this brief 
Psalm, the questian, “Why, ... . ?” appears. 
Most of us use that word too often. But if 
and when we are cast down, it is a 
good thing to chide ourselves and ask 
why, when we have the living God who 
encourages us to cast all our care upon 

“As though there were two men, the 
Psalmist talks to himself. His faith rea- 
sons with his fears, his hope argues with 
his sorrows. These present troubles, are 
they to last forever? The rejoicings of 
my foes, are they more than empty talk? 

absence from the solemn feasts, is 
that a perpetual exile? Why this deep 
depression, this faithless fainting, this 
chickenhearted melancholy? . , . Up, my 
heart! What aileth thee? Play the man 
and thy castings down shall turn to 
liftings up, and thy disquietude to calm” 
(C. H. Spurgeon). 

“ .. hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him . 2’ (Psa. 42:5).— 
Where there is hope in God, there 
shall be help from God: and this 
should issue in praise to God.~ When 
David, was greatly distressed, and when 
the people talked of stoning him, because 
their hearts were bitter, he “encour- 
aged himself in the Lord his God” (1 
Sam. 30:6). Let us follow his splendid 
example. 

“__ . therefore will I remember thee 
from the land of Jordan .. .” (Psa. 42: 
6).—The psalmist may have been on the 
other side of Jordan when he wrote this 
Psalm. If sa, there was ample on that 
side of the river to enable him to re- 
member the Lord. He could recall that 
great work of the Lord in cutting off 
the waters of Jordan to enable His peo- 
ple to. go over into their inheritance 
(Josh. 3). Since He'did that to the river 
which signifies death, He is equal for 
all emergencies we experience. 

In the land of the Hermonites, He 
gave Israel victory over King Sihon and 
King Og (Josh. 12:1-5); proving Him- 
self greater than all our foes. 

“Mizar” means “little hill.” There 
were many hills familiar to the psalm- 
ist, but this, no doubt, was the one 
“where love spake her sweetest lan- 
guage and revealed her nearest fellow- 
ship.” 

It must not be forgotten that the Psalm 
also has a prophetic application. Israel 
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has yet to experience the “great tribu- 
lation”; and the faithful remnant will 
“hope . .. in God,” and recall all His 
past deliverances and praise Him. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you may not be im- 

pressed by the psalmist’s statement, 
“As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God,” because you have never had 
that happen to you, and you have no con- 
ception of what an intense thirst for 
God is. But let me tell you, it comes closer 
to you than you may think, You have 
longings. You were born with longings. 
Your first breath of air came with a 
sharp cry for something you knew not 
what. And you may still have longings 
which you. have never defined. A fel- 
low is never satisfied until he recognizes 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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the fact that God has planted a long- 
ing in his heart which only God Him- 
self can supply. Until he discovers this 
for himself and seeks God for his satis- 
faction he is apt to reach for the wrong 
thing. A fellow may get the idea that 
it is more liberty he needs, less restraint 
at home, less constraint at school. 

I think I have told you of the boy I 
picked up on the highway (he was hitch- 
hiking), and learned that he was run- 
ning away from home. He was rebel- 
lious against his parents, and he was 
very miserable. When he was persuaded 
that he was making a mistake and at the 

next filling station got a ride with a man 
going back to the boy’s home town he 
was happy. The main reason for the 
change in his spirit was that he had 
suddenly learned that God was interested 
in him and held the solution for all his 
problems. Many a fellow will look back 
some day and wonder how he could ever 
have been so foolish as to miss that. 

Fellows have made the silly mistake 
of taking up cigarette smoking to sat- 
isfy restless longings. The tobacco 
barons claim that “They satisfy,” and 
some fellows fall for it, only to find that 
they do not satisfy, and they have ad- 
mitted a tyrant that makes a slave of 
them. Or they are persuaded that a 
drink of beer, or wine, or whiskey will 
meet the longing, and an “alcoholic’s 
fate” is the result. Maybe a reckless 
social program with a “fast set” of boys 
and girls offers satisfaction, but sooner 
or later something happens that brings 
a lifetime regret. Multitudes of young 
fellows are suffering bitterly because 
they reached for’ the wrong thing to sat- 
isfy a craving for something different, 
and all the time it was a craving for 
what God wants to supply—something 
which He only can supply. 

If these wrong choices could be dis- 
carded upon finding them hurtful, it 
might not be so bad, but unfortunately 
they usually come to stay, and bring all 
their vicious luggage with them. A 
Frankenstein has intrenched itself to re- 
main until it completes its destructive 
work, 

Our lesson in the Forty-second Psalm 
today is designed to make us recognize 
that the heart’s real longing is for God. 
“My soul thirsteth . . . for the living 
God,” exclaims the psalmist. Nothing 
less will satisfy. Some people have an 
idea that only weaklings and ne’er-do- 
wells need to seek the wisdom and the 
power of God; they are far from the 
truth. A number of the great captains 
of industry entered upon God’s serv- 
ice in early youth, like John Wana- 
maker, H. J. Heinz (“57 varieties”), 
Samuel Colgate (soap), Henry Crowell 
(Quaker Oats). They recognized the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the very center of 
any true success. Marshall Field, that 
great Christian merchant, at seventeen 
was a clerk in a drygoods store in Pitts- 
field, Mass. About five years later he 
moved to Chicago and hired to the dry- 
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goods firm of Cooley, Wadsworth & Co. 
Three years after that, at twenty-five, 
he became the general manager of the 
firm, and one year later, a partner. At 
the age of thirty he became a partner 
in the newly organized firm of Field, 
Palmer and Leiter, which subsequently 
became Marshall Field & Co., and grew 
to be one of the largest wholesale and 
retail drygoods businesses in the world. 
He gave many millions to religious and 
civic causes. I am told that he became 
a Christian and an earnest servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ_in his young man- 
hood .and remained true to his Lord 
throughout his’ lifetime. His soul 
“thirsted for God,” and God filled his 
life with production, prosperity, and 
peace. 

As I write this, the World Series has 
just closed, and out of it comes a story 
which bears directly upon what we are 
talking about. A New York friend 
writes: “I have been a lifelong Giant 
fan, so you might know I was thrilled 
by the Giants’ victory; but believe me, 
my brother, a greater thrill came when 
I learned of Al Dark’s talk to the Sun- 
day school on tithing. He and his fam- 
ily attend the Yohkers Calvary Baptist 
Church, and the Yonkers paper gave his 
talk front-page space. New York papers 
also gave it good headlines, one of them 
quoting his statemenf as ‘giving 10% of 
my earnings to God.’” He is giving 
$1,000 which is one-tenth of his bonus 
from the World Series. As a boy he 
delivered newSpapers, earning $2.50 a 
week. His mother led him to tithe, and 
he says it was “hard to give that 25 
cents,” but he did, and has been a faith- 
ful tither ever since. Fellows, I don’t 
have to tell you that Alvin Dark of the 
New York Giants, the star shortstop of 
the world’s champion baseball club, is 
no sissy, no weakling, no ne’er-do-well. 
He is at the top of his chosen profession, 
and he acknowledges God as his Heavenly 
Father, and Jesus Christ as His Lord and 
Master. 

“Yet the Lord will command his lov- 
ingkindness in the daytime, and in the 
night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life” (Psa. 
42:8). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


i 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Lire’s Deepest LONGING 


HEN I was about the age of you 
girls I learned a poem that I’ve 
never forgotten, and which I think 
you'll like: 
In the heart of London city 
Midst the dwellings of the poor, 
These bright golden words were uttered, 
“I have Christ! what want I more?” 


By a lonely dying widow 
, Stretched upon a garret floor 
Having not one earthly comfort, 
“I have Christ! what want I more?” 
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He who heard them ran to get her 
Something from this world’s great store. 
It was needless; she died, saying, 
“I have Christ! what want I more?” 


But her words will live forever, 
I repeat them o’er and o’er, 

God delights to hear me saying, 

“I have Christ! what want I more?” 

That dear old woman was: perfectly 
satisfied because she had Christ. She 
had nothing else, not even a comfortable 
bed in which to die, but she was satis- 
fied. And, girls, people with all the 
comforts and pleasures in the world are 
not satisfied without Christ. Someone 
has said, “God made every human heart 
too big for anyone but Himself to fill.” 
Unsaved people don’t realize that there 
is a yearning in their hearts for God, 
but they know they’re never quite sat- 
isfied. 

Our first Psalm this morning was writ- 
ten by a saint: of God who realized that 
all: real joy is found in Him. We don't 
know the name of the writer, only that 
he was one inspired of God, .as were 
all the writers of the Bible. This Psalm 
seems to have been written in the days 
of Israel’s captivity. That was a ter- 
rible time for God's people. It was bad 
enough to be taken from their own land 
and made to live and toil in a foreign 
land, but that was not the worst. When 
they were in captivity they were cut 
off from the worship of God. The Is- 
raelites could worship God in only one 
place, the.Temple at Jerusalem. When 
they were taken far from Jerusalem 
with no hope of return, they were com- 
pletely shut off from the house of God. 

Think what it would be like, girls, 
if you were taken a long way off, where 
you could’ never again attend Sunday 
school or a church service, and never 
again hear God’s Word read or preached! 
Perhaps if that happened to us, we 
would appreciate more the opportunities 
we now have. But we would still be 
better off than the captive Jews were. 

When Jesus died on the cross for our 
sins, the veil of the Temple was torn in 
two from the top to the bottom, making 
a way into the presence of God for all 
those who come by way of the cross. 
But the Old Testament saints lived be- 
fore this took place, so they had to 
approach God with an animal sacrifice, 
through a priest of the house of Aaron. 
When they were in captivity they could 
not do this because God had said that 
sacrifices could only be offered in the 
Temple at Jerusalem. The writer of 
Psalm 42 was cast down and sad be- 
cause he could not get back to God's 
house. Now let’s read the first eight 
verses in unison, 

“Hart” means “deer,” and we know 
that a deer who has been running over 
hills and valleys would long intensely 
to find a stream or water brook where 
he could quench his thirst. The psalm- 
ist could hardly’ have used a stronger 
illustration to express his own longing 
for God. Notice the question in- verse 
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2, “When shall I come and appear be- 
fore God?” Because he couldn’t answer 
that question he says he weeps day and 
night while the heathen around him 
taunt him continually, saying, “Where 
is thy God?” 

Then he remembers happy days in the 
past when he was free to go into the 
house of the Lord. In verse 5 he re- 
minds himself to hope in God who will 
surely help him in the future as He has 
in the past. 

Verse 7 gives a little idea of what this 
man has suffered, btit see in verse 8 how 
his confidence in the Lord triumphs! He 
remembers the loving-kindness of. God, 
and this gives him a song in the night 
instead of thé tears he speaks of in 
verse 3. 

Next we turn to Psalm 84, This is one 
of my favorite Psalms. I memorized it 
many years ago, and I love it more now 
than I did then. If you will learn it by 
heart I believe that in days to come you 
will say the same thing. Let us read 
the first five verses now. Verse 2 is 
very like the beginning of Psalm 42. 
There is the same tremendous longing 
in this psalmist’s heart for God. In the 
fourth verse he speaks of the blessing 
of those who dwell in the house of the 
Lord, and in the next verse of the bless- 
ing of those.on their way there. I be- 
lieve the writer is here looking beyond 
Jerusalem ‘to the heavenly Home. How 
blessed are those who already dwell 
there, and how blessed we who are 
traveling there, trusting in the same God! 

Our last Scripture this morning is 
Psalm 102:25-27. Here we find that the 
One for whom our hearts long is eter- 
nal. Our longing will be fully satisfied, 
for He the Creator, the Redeemer, will 
remain even after the heavens and the 
earth have passed away. 

Girls, it is a blessed thing to have 
our hopes and longings centered in God 
and in Christ, because then we’ll never 
be disappointed. He is able to Satisfy 
us in any and every condition in this 
life. Then the fullness of joy we will 
know in eternity with Him is greater 
than we can possibly realize. As we 
thank Him for this, let us also thank 
Him that we are still allowed to worship 
in His presence, and let us pray for 
Christians in other countries who donot 
have this great privilege. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Seripture: 
The Doorkeeper’s Song (Psa. 84:4, 5, 10, 11) 


ERE you ever sick, and could not 

come to church and Sunday school? 
Perhaps during the summer you were 
‘way out in the country and could not 
get to church. Did you feel lonesome 
and sad because you could not go? Way 
back in Bible days there was only one 
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church in the whole country. There, 


were no automobiles to carry the folks 
who lived far,away. So those people 
went to the church only three times a 
year, when everybody else went, too. 
They , were very happy times. But 
sometimes people could not go. There 
was David, one time when his own: son 
tried to be king and David went out in 
the country (Psa. 63:1, 2): 


O God, You are my God! How I want 
You! 

My heart is thirsty for You, my body 
longs for You, 

In a dry and tired land where there 
is no water, 

As I looked at You in the Holy Temple, 

To see Your power and Your glory. 

Another one who could not come sang 

in his trouble (Psa. 42: 1-4): 


As a deer longs for water brooks 
My heart longs for You, O God. 
My heart is thirsty for God, for the 
living God. 
When shall I come and stand before 
God? 
My tears have been my food day and 
night, 
While they say to me all day long, 
“Where is your God?” 
I remember these things and pour out 
my heart: 
How I used to go with the crowds. 
I led them to God’s house. 
With the sound of joy and praise the 
crowds celebrated the holy day. 
Then came a happy day when one long 
absent came again to the Temple. He 
thought how happy those people were 
who lived and worked in the Temple— 
the priests and Levites—and even the 
little birds who had their nests there 
(Psa, 84:1-4, 10, 11): 


How dear is Your building, O Lord of 
armies! 

My heart wanted, yes, it longed for 
the Lord’s house. 

My mind and my body sing for joy 
to the living God. 

Even a sparrow found a home, 

And a swallow found a nest for herself 
where she laid her little ones. 

It was Your altars, O Lord of armies, 
my King and my God! 

Happy are those who live in Your 
house. 

They are always praising You. 

A day in the Lord’s house is better 
than a thousand anywhere else. 

I would rather stand at the door of 
my God’s house 

Than live in the tents of sin. 


I hope you boys and girls will love the 


Lord and Hig house like that! “Blessed 


are they that dwell in thy house: they 
will be still praising thee” (Psa. 84:4, 
Memory Verse). 

Would you like to make a gift of this 
song to those who work in our house of 
the Lord, and stand at the door to help 
people—the janitor and the ushers? Per- 
haps someone can draw a picture of our 
church, outside or inside. At least we 
can find a picture of a church on an old 
Christmas card or elsewhere, and pos- 
sibly other pictures to_ illustrate . the 
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verses. I would choose verses 1-5, 10-12 
to copy. Do you think they are the 
best? How many copies should we make? 
Will you copy the same verse for each 


book? Then we can put the books to- 


gether next Sunday. When shall wé give 
the gifts, next Sunday at church or at 
the homes? Can we plan to sing carols 
and perhaps recite a Psalm or Christmas 
verse for the sick and old people to 
whom we will take the comfort books 
during vacation? And when shall we 
give the superintendent the book we 
made? 
Orono, MAINE, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Safe in His Love and Care.—This God 

is our God for ever and ever (Psa. 48:14, 
Golden Text). 
THE FUTURE 

There’s an unknown path before me, 

And yet I fear it not; 

I know through all the years gone by, 

Whate’er has been my lot, 

That a kind and Heavenly Father 

Planned out the way for me; 

And I know that in the future, 

Watched over I shall be. 

Yes, I know God’s care and kindness 

Will ever with me stay 
To assist me on life’s journey, 

And brighten up my way. 

So then, Welcome, unknown future, 

Bring me whate’er you will! 

With God’s loving hand to guide me, 

I shall be cared for still! 

—From Cora Baker Hall, in Now. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N, Y. 

The Power of Thirst—My soul thirst- 
eth for. God, for the living God (Psa. 
42:2). Perhaps you read the amazing 
story of two thirsty elephants who broke 
through man-made barriers to reach a 
water hole in Colombo, Ceylon. The 
fury With which they demolished the 
reinforced concrete and steel fences is 
accounted for only by the implacable 
drive of thirst. It will draw a.man to 
God as irresistibly as a beast to a water 
hole, and the reason is plain: God made 
man to “hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness,” and no matter how man pulls 
back, his soul remains ever restless until 
it finds rest in God through Christ.— 
From Christian Herald. Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 

Weeping and Prayers Rewarded.—My 
tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they continually say ... Where 
is thy God? (Psa. 42:3.) A lovely Chris- 
tian mother-was greatly abused by her 
husband for her faith in a living God. 
He would often drive her out in the 
night to “stay with your God.” She 
refused to go to her neighbors, but 
would take shelter in the barn or other 
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abandoned houses. On one of these oc- 
casions, she went into a near-by field and 
fell upon her knees weeping. She re- 


solved to come to that spot every day 


for the next year and pray for her hus- 
band. At the end of the year there 
was seemingly no change in him, so she 
decided to add another six months, and, 
if he did not change by then, she, would 
give it up as against the Lord’s will. 
The last day of the added time, she felt 
she had failed, and, in desolation, she 
fell across her bed weeping. A few mo- 
ments later her husband came in, in a 
state of deep dejection, refusing to eat. 
When asked the trouble he answered, 
“Trouble enough, I am a lost sinner. I 
was at work today and a verse of Scrip- 
ture fastened itself upon my mind, and I 
can’t get rid of it, and I know I'm lost. 
But what hope is there for me? How 
could you even forgive me?” She read- 
ily assured him she could and would 
forgive him. Then with tears of his 
penitence and her tears of gratitude and 
joy they knelt and prayed to the living 
God.—From Anecdotes of 1876. Sent by 
Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High Point, 
x. &. 


Nontaxable Riches.—Blessed are they 
that dwell in thy house: they will be 
still praising thee (Psa, 84:4). A tax 
assessor one day came to a poor min- 
ister to assess the value of his property 
for tax purposes. “I am a rich man,” 
said the minister. The official quickly 
sharpened his pencil and asked intently, 
“Well, what do you own?” The pastor 
replied, “I am the possessor of a Sav- 
iour who earned for me everlasting life 
and who has prepared a place for me 
in the Eternal City.” “What else?” “I 
have a brave, pious wife, and Solomon 
says, ‘Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies.’” 
“What else?” “Healthy and obedient 
children.” “Yes; and...?” “A merry 
heart which enables me to pass through 
life joyfully.” “What else?” “That is 
all.” The official arose, closed his book, 
took his hat, and said, “You are indeed 
a rich man, sir, but your property is 
not subject to taxation.”"—From_ the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


Giving Out God’s Sunshine.—Blessed 
is the man whose ‘strength is in thee 
(Psa, 84:5). “An old violinist was poor, 
but he owned a violin which never 
failed to charm others with its beautiful 
tone. Someone asked the violinist about 
his instrument. He held it tenderly in 
his hand, and said, “A great deal of sun- 
* shine must have gone into this wood, 
and what has gone in, comes out! How 
much of God’s sunshine has entered into 
your life? How much time do you spend 
in the radiance of His presence reading 
the Word and meditating upon it? If 
you get His sunshine into your Soul, 
remember that sunshine will surely come 
out, and your life will bring blessing to 
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others.”—From the Center Bulletin. Sent 
by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Il. 


Where the Monopoly Was.—Blessed is 
the man whose strength is in thee (Psa. 
84:5). A group of clergymen were dis- 
cussing whether or not they should in- 
vite Dwight L. Moody to their city. The 
success. of the famed evangelist was dis- 
cussed. One unimpressed minister com- 
mented: “Does Mr. Moody have a 
monopoly on the Holy Ghost?” Another 
minister quietly replied, “No, but the 
Holy Ghost seems to have a monopoly 
on Mr. Moody.”—From Robert O. Steven- 
son. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. 


When the Stars Are Gone.—The 
heavens are the work of thy hands. They 
shall perish, but thou shalt endure (Psa. 
102:25, 26). 

The stars shine over the mountains, the 

stars shine over the sea, 

The stars look up to the mighty God, the 

stars look down on me; 

The stars shall last for a million years, 

a million years and a day, 
But God and I will live and love when 
the stars have passed away. 
—From Robert Louis Stevenson. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OME time ago it was this writer’s 
happy privilege to meet Mrs. Ian 
Anderson of the China Inland Mission. 
She was one of the scores of mission- 
aries who were ordered out of China 
by the Communists. Talking with Mrs. 
Anderson was delightfully interesting. 
But seeing her in repose almost broke 
one’s heart. She loved China. She loved 
the people of China. It was, therefore, 
impossible for her to erase from her 
mind the awfulness of conditions in her 
adopted land. So it was that as she 
thought of the girls and boys—boys like 
Keh Ren of our true story—the pain of 
heart was clearly traceable on her face. 
Some time after our meeting she sent 
the story of Keh Ren... Subsequently it 
appeared in the Child Evangelism maga- 
zine (Aug., 1953). Recently it has been 
published in a series of twelve lessons 
entitled “Missionary Flash Card Stories 
—Learning To Give the Bible Way.”! 
It is a series each teacher should have 
and use from Sunday to Sunday. Be- 
cause this particular story fits nto our 
text'so perfectly this week, we know 
you will want to use it. Obviously we 
have had to abridge it, but we are print- 
ing this much of the story for the benefit 
of those who may not be able to obtain 
the series of lessons with the lovely illus- 
trations. - 





1Obtainable from your Christian bookstore 
or from the publisher, International Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, Box 616, Pacific 
Palisades, Calif., $2.80. 
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Keh Ren finished his’ breakfast, picked 
up his bookbag, and hurried off to 
school. The schoolhouse was a big mud- 
walled building with a tiled roof. It 
had once been a temple where mud idols, 
covered with paint, used to sit with 
bowls of burning incense before them— 
incense which they could not smell. As ' 
Keh Ren looked at the roof which curved 
up at the corners, he remembered that 
the priest had said that if any evil spirits 
sought to come down and harm them, 
they would be lifted up into the air 
again. But Keh Ren did not care about 
any of these things any longer. He had 
come to know the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour in Sunday school. Now he wor- 
shiped the only true God, 

In school that day the teacher asked, 
“How many of you boys attend Sunday 
school?” Twenty-five boys raised their 
hands. Then the teacher grew angry. 
He told them to put their hands down 
and he began to write on the board: 
“There is ho God. It is superstition to 
believe in Jesus,” 

Then he asked, “How many of you 
believe in the foreigner’s Jesus?” Up 
went Keh Ren’s hand and he stood up. 
“I believe, sir, for Jesus died for my sins 
on the cross.” 

“Come to the front and stand!” the 
teacher ordered. Keh Ren obeyed. All 
morning he stood there while the boys 
laughed and the teacher sneered at him. 
All afternoon he stood there. When 
school was..dismissed the ‘other boys 
hurried out of the room, shouting and 
yelling at each other as they went to 
their homes. 

“Keh Ren,” said the teacher, “what 
have you gained today by believing in 
Jesus?” 

“I still believe in Him, sir, because He 
died for my sins.” 

“Well, I’m going to let you go home 
this time, but see that you quit going 
to that Sunday school. The boys are 
going to watch. If you’re caught going 
to Sunday school again, you're going to 
be dropped from this school, and I'll not 
give you permission to enter any other. 


- Now take that and get out of here.” 


Keh Ren, a terribly tired boy, went 
home sobbing. He told his mother about 
his punishment. She wept, too. They 
decided to. tell the Lord all about it in 
prayer. So together they knelt and 
talked to Him. Keh Ren told the Lord 
that he was willing to suffer for His 
sake and asked Him to do what was 
best. 

Unfortunately, we do not know the 
end of the story. It is impossible, you 
see, for word to get out of China to the 
missionaries. But if Keh Ren’s case is 
like many thousands of other Christians 
in Chine, he has suffered beyond what we 
are able to imagine. Many have, like 
the Apostle Paul, been put into jail. Un- 
told numbers of others have been mur- 
dered. Why? Simply because they love 
God’s house and love to worship Him 
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there. They, like the psalmist, say, 
“Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house: they will be still praising thee. 
. . , For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. I had rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness” 
(Psa. 84:4, 10). Keh Ren may be with 
the Lord Jesus in Heaven today. Still 
he would say, “The Lord God is a sun 
and shield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly” 
(v. 11). 
LANCASTER, PA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 992) 


1. They all present a man who longs 
for God. 

2. The Psalms of the sons of Korah. 

3. Some believe that the occasion was 
David's flight from Absalom, but there 
is no certainty. 

4. They seem to be one song in three 
stanzas, each ending with a refrain (42: 
5, 11;. 43:5). 

5. It is thought by some to belong to 
the time of Hezekiah, by others to the 
days of the Babylonian captivity. 

6. The writer in each case is distressed 
because he is hindered from going up 
to the house of the Lord. 

7. In Psalm 42 the writer longs for 
God as a deliverer from his distresses; 
in Psalm 84 the writer desires God for 
Himself. 

8. Ten times—six times addressed to 
himself (his soul), and four times to 
God. 

9. They were keepers of the gates. 

10. In Hebrews 1:10-12 it is applied to 
Christ, to show His superiority over the 
angels. ‘ 

Evmuurst, ILL. 
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A Scripture Art Calendar 
for 1955 


ANY Christians have formed the 

excellent habit of using. Scripture 
wall calendars in their homes, and also 
for inexpensive gifts for friends, for 
Sunday school classes, and the like. A 
most attractive art calendar is offered 
for 1955 by THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times. 
It measures 10x16 inches, and on its 
cover carries a large full-color repro- 
duction of Woodward's painting, “David, 
the Young Shepherd.” There are twelve 
inside calendar pages for the months of 
the year, each showing a full reproduc- 
tion, measuring 84%x4% inches, of some 
famous painting appropriate to the Sun- 
day school lessons in the International 
Uniform Lesson series for that particular 
month. There are such subjects as “The 
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Lost Sheep,” by Soord; “The Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire,” by Stemler; “Jacob 
Before Pharaoh,” by Castelli; and “In 
the Garden of Gethsemane,” by Hof- 
mann. . 

In addition to the full-color reproduc- 
tions, the pages for each month show 
the monthly calendar in large, easy-to- 
read numerals, as well as small-size 
calendars for the preceding and follow- 
ing months. Titles of the International 
Uniform Lessons together with the 
Scripture reference end devotional read- 
ing references are shown for each Sun- 
day, while the days of the week each 
show a Scripture verse. In addition, the 
references for daily Bible readings for 
the entire month are listed at the top 
of each page, Quarterly phases of the 
moon are also shown on the proper days. 

These colorful Scripture calendars are 
modestly priced. They may be had for 
35 cents each, 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 
for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices 
for larger quantities may be had upon 
request. Just ask for the 1956 Scripture 
Art Calendar, and send your order, to- 
gether with your name, address, and re- 
mittance to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


% 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1955 


LIST of: lessons prepared by THE 
Sunpay ScnHoo.t Trmes in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson series for 1955 
is now available. It is a convenient 
pocket-size pamphlet, listing all the les- 
sons in the year in chronological order. 
Over-all lesson titles are given, with the 
Scripture references and Golden Texts 
and devotional readings. The specific 
topics for the various departments of 
the Sunday school are also given with 
the Scripture references for each, where 
they differ from the over-all Scriptures. 
Many superintendents and teachers 
have found THe Sunpay ScuHooi Times 
lesson list a valuable tool to place in the 


. hands of each pupil as an encourage- 


ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
Used in the regular Sunday school ses- 


sions instead of lesson leaflets, they may ° 


stimulate pupils to use the Bible itself, 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Here is also a convenient lesson list that 
superintendents can hand to substitute 
teachers as a guide for lesson prepara- 
tion. : 

Have you discovered how this valu- 
able tool may help your school or class? 
Why not order a supply and put them 
to work? They may be had for 15 cents 
a copy, $1.50 a dozen, or*$12 a hundred, 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Times. 
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An Acrostic on “Salvation” 


N INSTRUCTIVE booklet for new 

converts and young Christians has 
been issued by the “One by One” Band 
in England. The Band was founded in 
1888 by Mr. Thomas Hogben and consists 
of Christians banded together by inter- 
cessory prayer and individual effort to 
lead others to know Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour. The international secre- 
taries are Mr. Hogben’s daughter, Mrs. 
J. O. Elliott and her husband, Lieutenant 
Commander Elliott. 

The sixteen-page booklet bys Hope 
Tourtel, entitled “Salvation, or Saved to 
Serve,” is cleverly arranged. Ten of the 
pages are based on the following acrostic, 
with the key word at the head of each 
page: * 

Saved 
Altered 
Loving 
Vigilant 
Abiding 
Trustful 
T llumined 
Opened 
Nurtured 

After the key word there follows an 
explanation of just what the word 
means, with Scripture references in the 
margin. 

The book is attractively_printed in red 
and blue, with a red art paper cover. It 
may be obtained in this country at 20 
cents a copy, including postage, from 
Mrs. C. D. Leenheer, Laceyville, Pa., the 
new representative in the U.S.A. of the 
“One by One” Band. 


Radiance in the Dark 
(Continued from page 990) 


printing of it, did the proofreading, and 
made arrangements for publication by 
the Bible Society. Christiana tells the 
whole thrilling story in her book. 

This is a part of the dramatic hap- 
penings in the years of the China-Japan 
War, when Miss Leaman was compelled 
to spend fourteen months in a wretched 





concentration camp, which added much 


to her affliction of spinal curvature. Her 
friend Christiana, unable to walk and 
almost helpless in a dark room, stayed 
near by. But God heard and answered 
prayer, and miracles, happened. One 
great miracle was that the two helpless 
invalids could journey from Shanghai to 
Paradise, Pa. At the same time, with 
God-given wisdom, they made provision 
for tthe care of the precious manuscript 
of the Chinese Phonetic Bible. The New 
Testament has been reprinted twice 
within a year in Hong Kong, and much 
prayer is desired that the American 


Bible Society may be willing to reprint. 


the whole Bible in phonetic. 

These four Christian women, all prac- 
tically invalid, are far from being 
recluses. In the home are many inter- 
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esting curios, and Chinese and other 
Bibles, dne of them being the whole New 
Testament and many portions of the 
Old, bound together in a book form, but 
on phonograph records. Young Chinese 
Christians, and other friends from all 
over the country are frequent visitors. 
On Christmas Eve, 1953, a group of 
seven Chinese university students came 
to spend the holiday, making good use 
of the large rooms upstairs to which 
the family can rarely ascend. “China 
Mary” was providentially able to pro- 
cure a thirty-pound turkey, and the 
long table in the big dining room took 
on a festive air. In the evening a group 
of young American carol singers came 
in. The Christian leader who piloted the 
Chinese group gave a memorable mes- 
sage on Colossians 1:18, and the two 
groups sang, each in its own tongue. 
Cameras were flashed and pictures taken. 
But the crowning joy was the conversion 
that night of three souls, including a 
young Chinese university student and 
his bride. . 
LANCASTER, PA. 
ye 


. Children 1 at Home 


A Child of the King 


By Esther O. Smith 


EAH did not go to the Mission House 
every Wednesday afternoon as some 


of her friends did. She really liked to’ 


go, but she knew that it Made her 
mother unhappy. But since Miss Ruth 
had come to Hajfa, Leah knew that her 
friends liked to go to the Mission House 
more than ever. Miss Ruth told véry 
interesting stories, and she taught the 
girls to sing such happy songs, and she 
was teaching the girls to knit, 

When the girls left the Prince George 
Street School on Wednesday afternoons, 
they: would call, “Come, Leah, go with 
us today.” Leah usually replied, “Not 
today, girls. Perhaps I'll go next week.” 
She did not want to displease her mother. 

One day Sarah told Leah about the 
pretty china plate that a friend in Eng- 
land had sent to Miss Ruth. It was a 
piece of coronation china, and Queen 
Elizabeth’s picture was on it. Leah had 
been very much interested in the coro- 
nation. She had read about it, and she 
had enjoyed looking at the pictures in 
the newspapers and magazines. Leah 
admired Queen Elizabeth, and thought 
she was a very fortunate young woman. 
She wanted to see that plate, so she 
decided to risk her mother’s displeasure 
and go to the Mission House with the 
girls. 

When Leah went home that afternoon, 
she told her mother that she would like 
to go to Miss Ruth’s to see the pretty 
plate. She was surprised that her mother 
did not forbid her to go. The next Wed- 
nesday afternoon Leah went to the Mis- . 
sion House with Sarah and Sarah’s little 
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sister Rebecca. It was a pleasant place 
to be, and Leah decided that she would 
try to come more often. When the girls 
were ready to leave they asked Miss 
Ruth to show Leah the mp oa plate. 
It was a beautiful piece of china, and 
Leah looked with pleasure at the lovely 
face of Elizabeth. 

Little Rebecca asked, “Why did they 
make her queen?” 

“Oh, she is the child of a king,” re- 
plied Leah. “Just think how wonder- 
ful it would be to be the child of a king.” 

“Ah, Leah,” thought Miss Ruth, who 
had overheard the conversation, “you 
could be the child of a King.” And her 


* heart yearned to bring the dark-haired 


Jewish girl to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Miss Ruth went to the door with the 
girls. She put her arm around Leah, 
and said, “I hope you will come_ back 
again soon, Leah.” 

“Thank you,' Miss Ruth,” replied Leah, 
“I want to come back very much.” 

“Well,” thought Miss Ruth, “she is in- 
terested.” Then she prayed silently, 
“Use me, if it is Thy will, to bring Leah 
to Thee.” 

The next day some new books were 
delivered to the Prince George Street 
School. Leah often helped Miss Stern after 
school, and she was pleased when the 
teacher asked her to remain and assist 
her in arranging the books on the 
shelves. Miss Stern noticed the look of 
surprise on Leah’s face when she saw 
that the books were Bibles. 

“We are planning to use these Bibles 
in connection with our history lessons,” 
said Miss Stern. “We were unable to 
get copies with just the Old Testament. 
However, there are some things in the 
New Testament which ate of historical 
value, and these we plan to use.” 

The -following day, when Leah had 
finished her assignment, she took a Bible 
from the shelf and turned to the New 
Testament. She read the first chapter 
of Matthew and started on the second 
chapter. 

“Now when Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
Where is he that is born. King of the 
Jews?” 

“King of the Jews.” 
words over several times. 
ask Miss Ruth about that. 

Wednesday afternoon came, and again 
Leah went to the Mission House with 
her friends. Miss Ruth told the girls 
the story of the triumphal entry of 
Christ into Jerusalem. She always had 
her Bible open, and now she read, “Tell 
ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee, meek, and sit- 
ting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of 
an ass.” 

“The very people who shouted ‘Ho- 
sanna’ and proclaimed Christ as King 
were shouting, ‘Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him! just a few days later,” continued 


She read the 
She would 
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Miss Ruth. “But He was born a King; 
in fact, He always was a King. Some 
day He is going to return to this earth.: 
He will reign as King, and every knee 
will bow to Him.” : ’ 
Miss Ruth went over to the piano.° 
She sat down on the bench and began 
to play softly. Then she sang, 
“I belong to the King, I'm a child of Mis 
love, 
And He never forsaketh His own; 
He will call me some day to His palace 


above, 
I shall dwell by His glorified throne.” 


When she had finished singing there 
was a silence, and she knew. that the 
words of the hymn had touched the 
hearts of the girls. 

“I am so glad that I am a child of the 
King,” Miss Ruth said. “You can be- 
long to Him, too, if you will accept Him 
as your Saviour. You were talking about 
Elizabeth last week, and you said that 
it must be wonderful to be the child of 
a king. How much more wonderful it 
is to be a child of the King of kings!” 

When the girls left that afternoon Miss ‘ 
Ruth noticed that Leah remained: stand- 
ing by the table. She smiled &t the 
young Jewish girl, and asked, “Did you 
wish to speak to me about something, 
Leah?” } 

“Yes, Miss Ruth,” replied Leah, and 
her eyes were shining as she said, “I 
want to be a child of the King. I 
couldn't go until I told you.” 

“Oh, Leah, how happy you have made 
me!” said Miss Ruth. Then they knelt 
down and prayed. Leah accepted the 
Lord Jesus as her Saviour, and Miss 
Ruth thanked the Lord for answering 
her prayer. 

HAVRE DE GRACE, Mp. 


we 
Jehovah and Jesus the Same 


(Continued from second page) 


6:4). “Before Abraham was, I AM” 
(John 8:58) is Christ’s assumption of 
the, ineffable name of Exodus 3:14, “I 
AM THAT I AM.” When (in Matt. 
12:6) He speaks of Himself as “one 
greater than the temple,” He refers to 
2 Chronicles 6:18, “But will God in very 
deed dwell with men on the earth? be-" 
hold, heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house which I have built!” He says, 
“the Son of man is Lord even of the 
sabbath”’' (Mark 2:28), that is, it was 
the Son of man who enacted the Sabbath 
Law of the Decalogue on Sinai. “I am 
the Lord thy God” are the introductory 
words to the Commandments. Jesus 
spoke with the same “authority” in His 
legislation when He used the words, 
“But I say unto you” (Matt. 5:22, 28, 
etc.). When He spoke of casting out 
devils with the finger of God (Luke 
11:20), He referred to the awed utter- 
ance of the magicians of Egypt, “This 
is. the finger of God” (Exod.' 8:19). 
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to better Bible teaching 


and study 
BROADMAN 


COMMENTS 
1955 


By E. F. Haight. A commentary 
on the International Uniform Sun- 
day School lessons for 1955, 
Broadman Comments includes a 
brief teaching outline, notes on the 
lesson passage, lesson. interpreta- 
tion, Sg strong emphasis on apply- 
ing lesson to et 





POINTS FOR 
EMPHASIS 


+ SS 


By Clifton J. Allen. A vest-pocket 
commentary on the International 
Uniform Sunday school lessons. 
Each lesson is presented in a con- 
cise, appealing form. Contains 
helpful, analytical, explanatory 
+ notes. 75¢ 


At all booksellers 
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These identifications of Himself occur 


again and again. 
JEHOVAH 
I, even I, am he 


that forgiyeth thy 
sins. 
They have  for- 


saken me the foun- 
tain of living waters 
(Jer. 2:13). 

As the bridegroom 


rejoiceth over the 
bride, so shall thy 
God _ rejoice over 
thee. 


Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with 
all thine heart (Deut. 
6:5). 


The Lord is my 
light and my salva- 
tion (Psa. 27:1). 

O Lord God of 
truth (Psa. 31:5). 


Thus _ saith the 
Lord ...I am the 
first, and I am the 
last (Isa. 44:6). 

I, even I, am the 
Lord; and beside me 
there is no Saviour 
(Isa. 43:11). 


JESUS 

Be of good cheer; 
thy sins are forgiven 
thee (Matt. 9:2, 
AS.V.). 

If any man thirst, 
let him come unto 
me and drink (John 
7:37). 

And Jesus said 
unto them [refer- 
ring to Himself], Can 
the children of the 
bridechamber mourn, 
as long as the bride- 
groom is with them? 
but the days will 
come, when the 
bridegroom shall be 
taken from them 
(Matt. 9:15). 

If any man love 
father or mother or 
wife or child more 
than me, he is not 
worthy of me. 

I am the light of 
the world (John 8: 
12). 

I am the way, the 
truth,- and the life 
(John 14:6). . 

I am the first and 
the last, the begin- 
ning and the end. 


The Son of man 
came’ to seek and to 
save that which is 
lost (Luke 19:10). 
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The Lord is my I am- the good 
shepherd (Psa. 23:1).|/shepherd, and know 
my sheep, and am 
known of mine (John 
10:14). 

I am the bread of 
life. He that 
believeth on me hath 
everlasting life (John 
6:35, 47). 

He hath given all 
judgment unto the 
Son (John 5:22). 


That thou mayest 
love the Lord thy 
God .. . for he” is 
thy life. 


The Lord .. . for 
he cometh to judge 
the earth (Psa. 96: 
13). 

—From “Notes from a Layman’s Greek 
Testament,” page 205 seq.; see also pages 
128, 129 (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2), 

One should observe that the name 
“Lord” (Kurios in the Septuagint Greek 
translation of Adonai, the Hebrew for 
“Lord”). is, in the New Testament, ap- 
plied to Jesus (save in quotations from 
the Old Testament). This is done 663 
times out of a total of some 700. The 
very name “Jehovah” is translated by 
some (as the Hebraist, Dr. A. B. David- 
son, for example), “the Coming One,” 
pointing forward to His entrance into 
human life. They asked Jesus, “Art 
thou the Coming One?” (erchomenos.) 
His answer is in Revelation 1:8, “ I AM 
Alpha and Omega [cf. Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 
48:12] . . . which is, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty.” 

Jehovah’s words to Moses in the wil- 
derness were, “I AM hath. sent .. . This 
is my name for ever” (Exod. 3:14, 15). 
Jesus repeatedly applied it to Himself: 
“If ye believe not that I AM [ego eimi],” 
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that is, if ye believe not in my sin- 
forgiving deity, “ye shall die in your 
sins”; “When ye have lifted up the Son 
of man, then shall ye know that I AM”; 
“Before Abraham was, I AM” (all in 
the eighth of John). ' 

The assurance of Jesus’ words, when 
He came to His disciples walking on the 
stormy waters, had its strength in this 
identification of Himself with Jehovah: 
“Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid” 
(Matt. 14:27). 

And in John 18:3, “Jesus saith unto 
them, I AM.” Greatly significant are 
the next words, “And Judas also, which 
betrayed him, stood with them.” Our 
Lord’s words referred to His deity: He 
was using the ineffable name and with 
His words there seemed to have been 
some manifestation of His divine nature, 
for “as soon as he had said unto them, 
I AM they went backward, and fell to 
the ground.” He was giving Judas one 
last warning, repeating what He had said 
at the feet-washing, “Now I-tell you 
before it come, that, when ‘it is come 
to pass, ye, may believe that I AM” 
(John 13:19). 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 12 


Our “Uncommon Book” 
(Héb. 4:12; 2 Pet. 1:21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

INCE this Sunday is observed nation- 
ally and internationally by Chris- 
tians as “Bible Sunday,” our topic directs 
our thoughts to some of the reasons 
why the Bible is a wonderful and 
unique book. It has been correctly 
called “the most precious possession. of 
the human race,” and it merits this de- 
scription because it is divinely inspired 
—“God breathed”—the veritable Word 
of God, written for our instruction, re- 
proof, correction, for our teaching in 
doctrine, so that, as children of God, 
we may be complete and throughly 
furnished unto all good works (2 Tim. 3: 
16, 17). 
4 
Two lines of evidence support the fact 
that the Bible is the Word of God, and 
therefore unique. First there is the in- 
ternal evidence that we find in the Bible 
itself. The Bible says it is the Word 
of God. Hundreds of passages declare 
it to be the Word of God or show that 
it assumes this position. For just a few 
of them, read Psalms 12:16; 93:5; 119: 18, 
98, 99, 100, 105, 130; Isaiah 55:10, 11; Jere- 
miah 23:29; Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 2: 
15; 2 Peter 1:21;"“Hebrews 1:1, 2. 


Coupled with this evidence is the tes- 
timony of the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
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self. He not only fulfilled in His own 
life the prophecies in the Old Testament 
concerning the coming Redeemer, ‘but 
by His own word in such passages as 
Mark 7:13 and Luke 24:27, He referred 
to the Law and the Prophets as_ the 
“word of God” and as “the Scriptures.” 
He taught in John 10:35 that “the Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken,” thus testifying 
to the accuracy and inviolability of the 
Old Testament, and in Matthew 5:18 He 
said, “One jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled.” Insofar as the New Testament 
is concerned, the Lord Jesus Said in 
John 14:26: “The Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you,” thus testifying to the 
inspiration of the apostolic writings as 
the very recollections by the apostles 
of what He Himself had taught. 
ye 

The external evidence for the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures may be subdivided 
into a number of classifications: 

1. The Unity of the Bible. If someone 
were to hand you sixty-six intricately 
carved blocks of stone that had been 
worked upon by some forty different 
persons from all walks_of society, from 
peasants to kings and from ignorant men 
to scholars, who did their work over a 
span of some sixty generations, or about 
sixteen hundred years, and you found that 
the blocks all fitted together to form 
one complete and beautiful structure, 
you could not escape the conviction that 
séme controlling and all-wise master- 
mind had planned it and had. super- 
vised the work of each individual work- 
man. How then can we escape the con- 
clusion that the sixty-six books of God’s 
Word, written by a wide variety of 
human writers in all walks of life, over 
sixteen huridred years, with an accuracy 
that is amazing and having a continuous 
theme of redemption from cover to 
cover, is the work of a divine Author 
using the human agencies as His pens 
by which to write His message to a 
lost and undone human race? 

we 

2. Its Victory Over Attack. “No other 
book that the human race has ever 
known has been*subjected to such hatred 
and to such efforts to bring about, its 
destruction as has the Bible. It has been 
ridiculed, banned, and burned, and men’s 
lives have been forfeited for the mere 
possession of a copy of it. Yet it has a 
mightier hold on the world today than 
ever before. Millions of copies of it aré 
printed and distributed every year. 

se 

3. Its Fulfilled Prophecy. No other 
book has stood the test of time as has 
the Bible in its predictions of things 
to come. The very -existence of the 
Jews as a race is one of the greatest 
proofs of the inspiration of the Bible, 
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for no human mind could conceive that 
this race could have endured under the 
testings and trials that have come 
upon it. 
we 

4. The Superiority of Its Teachings. 
Contrary to the teachings of such men 
as Zoroaster, Buddha, Confucius, and 
Socrates, and the like, whose writings 
have all contained some truth with a 
goodly amount of error, the Bible has 
in its teachings nothing but truth. Where 
earthly teachers sometimes give good 
advice, they offer no solution or power 
whereby their advice may be followed. 
The Bible not only offers good counsel, 
but it provides the power whereby that 
counsel may be put into practice. 

we 

5. Its iffluence. No other book than 
the Bible can lift a man out of the 
depths and degradation of sin and stand 
him on his feet transformed and with 
a nature completely changed from that 
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of a beast to that of a child of God. 
Yet the Bible is doing that day after 
day in countless lives. A book that has 
that power to lift men up ‘to God must 
have come down from. God in a way 
that no other -book has. 
se 

6. The Character of Those Who Ac- 
cept Its Teachings and Those Who Re- 
ject Them. Wherever you find an indi- 
vidual living unselfishly, and surrendered 
without reservation to the will of God, 
you will find a man who believes the 
Bible to be God’s Word. ‘Wherever you 
find an individual living in sin and in- 
fidelity or drunkenness you will find one 
who either scoffs at the Bible or who 
refuses to follow its teachings. 

we 

7. Its Inexhaustibility. Those who 
know God’s Word best testify again and 
again that they have never plummed its 
depths or reached the bottom of the 
wisdom and treasures to be found in 





. 














Q-—When does the Feast of Chanukah take 
A—This year (1954) the Feast coincides with 
continuing to December 27th. 


Q—What event does the Feast of Chanukah com 


—The victories of the Maccabees over A 


ON JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 
CURIS TEMAS —-CUARUAA 


jotmas,’ and the Grst eve falls on December 19th, 


iph and the rededication of the Temple by 





the High Priest in 164 B.C. A Epi 


a erected a pagan altar of burnt offerings, 





and sacrificed a pig to Zeus Olympus. 
Onno is the “Feast of Chanukah” so 


designa 
A—Because the Hebrew word “Chanukah” means 


Lights.” 
Q-Why is it a Feast of Dedication? 


fe—Because when the desecrators were defeated, the Temple was purified, a new altar built, new 
holy vessels made, the fire rekindled on the altar, 


Q-Why is it called the “Festival of 
A—Because a miracle occurred at the 


te”? 


occurred, and the one cruse las 
world over light eight candles, beginning on 
another candle 


quvens similarities are there between 
The Temple was purified. . 


reconcile itself to the Father. 


3. Ths kr. of the candlestick was relit. 
I am the light of the wor 


of Bethlehem. . . . Jesus is the Gift 
Christmas is the Feast of Giving. 
God so loved the world that He gave. 
Let us on this Feast give Christ to the Jews. 


We urgently need your prayerful su 
Israel, and behind the “ “fon Curtain. 


us know of your interest in our work. 
Address all communications to: 


THE Sool . ; Mision. INC 





Name 


ited? 
“Dedication,” 
Testament (John 10:22) as the “Feast of Dedication.” 


ication of the Temple. 
was found unpolluted. . Ordinari —_ much oil would have lasted only one day; but a miracle 
ior eight days. 


phe mpm anyone oy wy w Top Bape Tog Coy 


Christmas and kah? 
. Christ was the spotless Lamb of God. 
: The rededication of the Temple was symbolic of Christ's call to the world to rededicate and 


Fie i Jeoes. at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, 
e 

ss conqueror and sin, and victory for 

world, is a light to lighten ‘the Gentiles, and the Victor over sin. 

4. Jews béstow gifts upon each other at this feast. . . 

of God to the world 


use ous piniotrs of love and apastioal aid te Jows in Conode, 
We will be greatly wer i by hearing from you, letting 


| Brother Zeidman: Please send me free of charge your literature on Jews and Judaism. 


ond it is referred to in the New 
led “The Festival of 


The Feast is.also cal 
and the candlestick Jit. 


A small cruse of consecrated oil 


In commemoration of that miracle, Jews the 
with one candle, and adding each night 


Chanu 


ts of the copmegticn signified victory over the 
e children of God. . Jesus, the light of the 


. The Wise Men brought gifts to the Babe 
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Books. and Pamphlets Published by the Times 


Perhaps you can find here just the thing for an inexpensive 


Christm as remem brance for some friend 
All prices given include postage. Canadian readers may send checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


PAMPHLETS 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The’ late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention,” 

One hundr twenty-eight pages, bound 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 

‘A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 

' who had seen it in serial form in the Times. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,” which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages, 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D,, LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. B 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. © ; 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for y. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that’ 
every part of the Bible is God’s Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 





Delivered From Christian Science. By 


May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 

The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 7 

Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. . 

Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 

This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
ehorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 

Perils of the Victorious 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 


The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 


Life. By 


Life are plainly set forth in this twenty-. 


page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D, 

A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible.. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 


LL.D., Ph.D. 
10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet. containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the Times under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 

Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the ChriStian Life 
3.:Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
,12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. ° 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list af the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1955. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen;.$12 per hun- 
dred. < 


Index. > 


The eight-page Times Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1953, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


subscriptions. 





Binders for The Sunday School Times 
ate available for those who desire’ a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Trmes in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.35 each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. ° 

One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
set to music. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 


lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


s 

And, of course, you will want to give the Tres itself to 
friends who are not now receiving it. 
will keep on reminding others of your thoughtfulness 
throughout the year. 
of a gift book for two full-year subscriptions or five 18 week 
This excellent book, which contains a selec- 
tion of 201 Editorial Notes by Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor 
of THe Sunpay Scnoot Times, will be given without money 
cost for two new subscriptions at $3 each per year (Canada, 
$3.25; Foreign, $4) or five new 18 week subscriptions at $1 
each (Canada, $1.10; Foreign, $1.35). A handsome, engraved 
gift card will be sent in advance to those for whom your 
gifts are intended, (Book offer limited to U. S. A. residents.) 


Gift subscriptions . 


Wé are making a special offer this year 
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the Biblé. Only those who know it least 
look upon it as an ordinary book. 
ye 

8. The Testimony of the Holy Spirit. 
Those who believe God’s Word, and who 
have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their own personal Saviour through its 
testimony, have the added assurance of 
the truth of the Bible through the impress 
of the Holy Spirit. In John 7:17 we 
read, “If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine [teaching], 
whether it be of God.” The Lord Jesus 
said, “My sheep hear my voice” (John 
10:27), and God’s children can and do 
recognize His voice as He speaks to them 
from the pages of the Bible. It is a 
witness that the world does not ahd 
cannot know because, as the Bible itself 
explains, “the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them, because they are spir- 
itually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). But 
the child of God with a renewed mind, 
through acceptance of and yieldedness 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, does receive the 
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Bible as the Word of God Himself, and he 
knows that it is the Word of God beyond 
any efforts of foolish men to tell him 
otherwise. 

- * 

If we, then, as Christian young people, 
assent to these proofs that the Bible is 
the Word of God, what are we doing 
about it? Are we reading it day by day, 
and studying it, and letting it have its 
rightful place in teaching, correcting, 
and reproving and furnishing our lives, 
so that they may be complete, true, and 
consistent? “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:17). 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


A Christian Christmas 
(Continued from second page) 


ber those who cannot give to you. It 
is appropriate to remember those who 
are in need of life’s necessities and do 
something to provide for their need, 
though not alone at Christmas time. 
And remember that Christ came to be 
the Bread of Life for the souls of men. 
That suggests that our Christmas gifts 
include giving for the spread of the 
Gospel and the support of those engaged 
therein. By all means let us minister to 
the bodily needs of those in poverty, 
but let us serve their spiritual need and 
that of others also. Prayer for guidance 
in thus exalting Christ and sending the 
great glad tidings to such as have not 
‘heard will bring God’s direction to our 
Christmas giving,,and thereby we shall 
glorify and gladden Him whose natal 
day it is. , 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson. Committee. 


December 6 to 12 


Mon.—Psalm 84:1-8. 
How Worship Satisfies. 


Prayer Succestions: “My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out 
for the living God.” Only’God can give 
the soul-enduring satisfactions. There 
is enough in the infinite and everlasting 
God to-give bliss to our souls forever. 
Have you tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious? If so, the language of the Psalm 
expresses your soul’s desire for Him. 
Are your inward and outward man 
agreed to seek God with your whole de- 
sire? Pray for the evangelistic minis- 
try of Dr. Billy Graham, 


Tues.—Psalm 102:13-28. 
The Unchanging God. 


Succestions: “Thou art the 





PRAYER 


same, and thy years shall have no end.” 
This text applies to our Lord Jesus 





. (Heb, 1:11, 12); 
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Christ equally as to God the Father 
Being God, He is “the 
same yesterday,‘ and to day, and for 
ever” (Heb. 13:8; Mal. 3:6). What se- 
curity! None shall be ashamed or con- 
founded who trust in Him. Child of 
God, here is comfort for you. He 
abideth faithful. He cannot deny Him- 
self. The God of the past is God of the 
present. Rest in Him as your refuge 
and strength. Pray for the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago. 


Wed.—Psalm 147:1-11. 
Worshiping with Songs. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Sing unto the 
Lord with thanksgiving: sing praise upon 
the harp unto our God.” Enter the pres- 
ence of God with a song. “Enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: be thankful unto 
him, and bless his name.” When you 
have the song of the Lord in your 
tongue, then the victory you desire over 
your great Adversary begins. Satan 
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Give Christian Comics 
for Christmas! 


Try our Christmas suggestion for the 
youngsters this year. “Christian 


Comics” is only one feature in My 
Chum, monthly C ine 
for boys and girls from 4 to 14. __It’s 


chock ful! of Christ-centered stories, 
too. Give your children good Chris- 
tian literature. $3 per year, $7.50 for 
three years. Ordertoday! Offer ends 
December 31, 1954. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box SSE Highland, lilinols 
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Twice Born—and Then? 
By Dr. Andrew Gih 
Founder and President of 
“Evangelize China” Fellowship 
Read 
THE STORY and THE MES- 
SAGE of one of China's 


¥ 





“If the reader and Christian 
church at lerge follow the ex- 
hortation of this message, the 
results will be individual and 
wisengeged revival.” 


mee 


sacs Brenan, Ching Fellows 
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HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR DOLLARS 
GO TWICE AS FAR 


in 





Invest them in American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreements, where they lead a double life of good: 


The dollars you put into American 

Bible Society Annuity Agreements 
do double duty. Invested for you in 
wisely selected, safe securities during 
your lifetime, they bring you a regular, 
generous, unchanging, guaranteed in- 
come. You get a higher return and 
greater safety than you could probably 
procure for yourself and with none of 
the inconvenience, expense and worry 
of managing your own investments. 


After you are gone, your dollars 

live on, helping in the great work 
of translating the Scriptures into all , 
languages, in cooperation with all de- 
nominations. They are also distributed 
“without note or comment” by native 
colporteurs and by missionaries, wher- 
ever the need exists. 

Thanks to your part in this work, 
New Testaments are at all times avail- 
able to chaplains for free distribution 
to spiritually hungry men and women 
in our country’s armed forces wherever 
they may be. 


You can live in comfort with a clear consciénce when your money is so 
worthily invested! In addition, you also receive certain income-tax 
exemptions. So don’t delay. Send for “A Gift That Lives” which tells 
how you may both give and receive generously. 
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flees at the sound of praise as certainly 
as at the sigh of prayer. Praise the God 
of your salvation. Pray for the greater 
blessing of God upon Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Iil, 


Thurs.—Psalm 130. Waiting Upon God. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “I wait for the 
Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his 
word do I hope.” God sometimes delays 
desired blessings. This is because He 
has more blessing in mind for you, so 
wait patiently for Him. He rewards pa- 
tience as well as faith. Are you ex- 
periencing the hidings of God’s face? 
Is His chariot jof blessing long in arriv- 
ing? Wait on the Lord, dear child of 
God, and you will have cause to bless 
Him for larger blessings than you would 
have chosen for yourself. Pray for fresh 
divine blessing upon your minister and 
congregation. ® 


Fri.—Psalm 117. Lord of the Nations. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: “O praise the 
Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye 
people.” “The earth is the Lord’s, .. . and 
they that dwell therein.” The Gospel of 
Christ is for every creature. He com- 
mands all men everywhere to repent. Do 
you have world-embracing love? Do 
you pray for all men? It is your busi- 
ness td help men and women to. feel 
after God and find Him. : Pray for the 
blessing of God upon the China Inland 
Mission Overseas Missionary Fellowship, 
Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Acts 10:1-8. 
Receiving Direction From God. 
Prayer Succestions: “Call for one 
Simon, whose surname is Peter.” The 
Spirit of God yearns to live in men and 
women. The Book of Acts tells about 
people who had the Spirit. If you do 
not have the Spirit of Christ, you are 
none of His. The leading by the Spirit 
is a mark of the people of God. “As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14), Do 
you see God’s hand in your affairs? Do 
you frequently have to exclaim, “This 
is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in 
our eyes”? (Psa. 118:23.) Pray for the 
Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis. 


Sun.—Psalm 42. 
Deep Calling Unto Deep. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Deep calleth 
unto deep at the noise of thy water- 
spouts: all thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me.” Floods of sorrow 


American Bible Séciety, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. may go over us on this tempestuous 
sea of life. Sometimes it seems as 
though all God’s waves and billows 
go over us. This evil day will come 
sooner or later. Your faith will then 
have its supreme test. If you live 
in constant communion with the 
Lord, you will be able to stand in 
that day of trial. Trust in the Lord 
and in the power of His might. Pray 
for Trinity Bible School and Semi- 


nary, Clicago. 
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my “A Gift That Lives.” 
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